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Church  Annuity  Plan  offers 
good  news  during  difficult  time 


The  unexpected  can  happen.  good  news  during  a  very  difficult  significant  up-front  family  protection 
Just  ask  Mel  Craft  of  Jackson.  time,”  she  said.  that  leaves  a  minister’s  dollars  free  to 

In  October  of  1983  Craft  suffered  a  The  good  news  these  people  receiv-  build  his  retirement  security.  It  is  an 
severe  stroke  that  has  left  him  walk-  ed  was  because  of  their  participation  important  benefit  that  many 
ing  with  a  cane  and  speaking  with  in  several  Annuity  Board  programs  ministers  overlook  in  the  retirement 
great  difficulty.  including  the  Church  Annuity  Plan,  plan,”  said  Frank  Schwall,  senior  vice 

“Mel  was  pastor  of  First  Church  of  The  retirement  plan  offers  a  protec-  president  of  Member  Services. 

^  ‘ts  members.  This  .-The  disability  benefits  have  been 

said  Mrs.  Craft.  He  suffered  two  valuable  family  protection  is  funded  a  iifA-<u>vpr”  Mrs  Praft  oaiH  “Wo  hari 
following  y^r  and  from  C<»Mrative  Pro^am  dollirs  to  move  out  of  a  parsonage  and  were 
I  re^  from  teaching  to  care  for  hun  that  mateh  doUars  rontnbuted  to  a  able  to  buy  a  home.  Mel  spends  most 
. .  ..  ....  .  menil»r  s  account  by  the  member  of  his  day  in  a  wh^ichair  reading,  but 

and^his  church  can  now  walk  with  a  cane, 

age  of  53.  We  are  so  grateful  to  the  An-  These  benefits  c^n  mean; 

nuity  Board  and  the  benefits  available  •  receiving  up  to  $67,500  in  special  cannot  imagine  what  we  wo^d 

through  the  Church  Annuity  Plan  and  survivor  benefits  if  the  member  dies  have  done  without  the  Annuity 
disability  insurance,”  she  said.  prior  to  retirement  or  while  receiving  Board,”  she  said. 

Mera  Hall  of  Clinton  faced  the  unex-  a  disability  benefit;  and  “Amen,”  Craft  said.  “All  preachers 

pected  death  of  her  husband,  Dan,  in  •  receiving  up  to  $300  a  month  if  a  need  to  know  about  these  benefits.” 
1987-  member  becomes  disabled  and  Mrs.  Hall  said  her  benefits  through 

“Dan  was  59  when  he  died  a  heart  unable  to  perform  any  gainful  the  Annuity  Board  meant  she  had 
attack.  We  had  five  children.  When  he  employment  due  to  physical  or  men-  some  options, 
died,  I  had  one  daughter  in  college  tal  incapacity.  “When  Dan  died  I  was  able  to  keep 

and  a  son  in  high  school.  In  addition,  up  to  $35  each  month  my  home  and  was  not  forced  to  im- 

“My  survivor  benefits  from  the  can  be  credited  to  your  retirement  in-  mediately  find  a  job  to  put  food  on  the 
Church  Annuity  Plan  helped  my  come  account  during  your  disability  table. 

children  get  a  college  education,”  Hall  and  your  survivor  benefits  will  “Planning  for  the  unexpected  is 
said.  remain.  often  put  aside.  It  should  be  priority,” 

“The  Annuity  Board  offered  some  “The  Church  Annuity  Plan  offers  Mrs.  Hall  said. 


Dream  makers 


Taking  a  break  from  installing  the  baptistry  at  Hawthorne  Baptist  Chapel  in  In¬ 
dianapolis,  Ind.  are  Kirk  Carraway,  left,  and  pastor  Willie  Rash.  Carraway  is  one  of 
13  volunteers  from  First  Church  of  Clinton,  Miss.,  who  spent  a  week  helping  make 
dreams  come  true  for  the  Indiana  church  this  spring.  (BP  Photo  by  Sarah  Zimmerman) 


Pro^ 


Celebrate  Annuity  Board  Sunday,  June  23 

( 1 )  List  in  church  newsletter  and/or  worship  service  bulletin  the  names 
of  members  who  are  retired  ministers,  church  staff  members,  mis¬ 
sionaries,  or  Baptet  agency/institutional  employees.  Include  a  brief 
statement  of  their  work  or  the  last  position  they  held. 

(2)  Honor  retired  ministers,  missionaries,  or  staff  members  in  the 
morning  worship  service  by  having  them  stand,  present  a  flower 
to  each  lady,  and  offer  a  special  praj^r  ci  thanksgiving  and  blessing. 

(3)  Honor  retir^  ministers,  missionaries,  w  staff  members  with  a  lun¬ 
cheon  on  June  23. 

(4)  Place  flowers  in  the  church  in  honor  of  retired  ministers,  mis¬ 
sionaries,  and  staff  members. 

(5)  Invite  any  minister,  staff  member,  or  widow  who  was  serving  your 
church  at  the  time  of  retirement  to  return  and  be  recognized  in  the 
service. 

( 6)  Name  a  new  Sunday  School  class  in  honor  of  a  retired  minister. 

(7)  Invite  your  state’s  annuity  representative  to  preach  and  interpret 
the  ministry  of  the  Annuity  Board. 

(8)  Erect  a  plaque  in  honor  of  a  long-time  minister  who  has  retired. 

(9)  Invite  a  retired  minister  or  missionary  to  speak  on  his/her  vision 
for  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  or  church. 

(10)  Adopt  An  Annuitant  by  pledging  $50  a  month  for  one  year  or  give 
a  single  perpetual  endowment  of  $7500.  ((^11  1-800-262-0511  for 
details.) 

(11)  If  there  is  a  retired  minister  or  missionary  in  your  church,  have 
him  or  her  visit  with  a  children’s  Sunday  School  department  to  tell 
about  his/her  work. 

(12)  Schedule  a  special  prayer  in  the  morning  worship  service  to  ask 
God’s  blessing  on  the  work  of  the  Annuity  Board  and  for  his  com¬ 
fort  and  grace  for  more  than  20,000  annuitants  receiving  monthly 
benefits. 


SOUTHEliiN  BAPTIST  1  iiSTORICAL 


Historical  Commission,  SBC 


Nashville,  Tt 


PACK  2  BAPTIST  RFX'ORD 


Thursday,  May  16.  1991 


TZ?  y^ALL 
fWATWe'Kg' 

(zm 


Editor’s  Notebook 

The  generation  following 


Guy  Henderson 


“'Mark  ye  well  her  bulwarks,  con-  history  to  microfilm.  Thousands  of  Boyd  Historical  Shelter  on  Highway  61 
sider  her  palaces;  that  ye  may  tell  it  church  minutes  and  other  historical  near  Natchez,  and  the  Whitfield 
to  the  generation  following"  ( Psalm  documents  were  catalogued.  The  Enc-  Cemetery  north  of  Jackson.  We  owe 
^S:I3).  cyclopedia  of  Southern  Baptists  was  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  these  faithful 

In  February  1951  First  Church  published  in  1958.  Lynn  E.  May  Jr.  has  workers  for  their  effort  to  preserve 
Meridian  lost  its  pastor.  Norman  w’  executive  secretary  since  our  historical  roots.  The  Natchez 

Cox  resigned  to  become  the  first  •  „  .  .  marker  commemorat^  the  orgamza- 

serretorv  of  ihp  nowlv  PctahiiQhpH  Occasionally,  you  see  some  pnzed  tion  of  the  first  Baptist  church  m 
Historical  Commission,  and  tlSjSr  Wstorical  document  in  a  church  Mississippi  ^  yearn  ago.  This  w^  IM 
the  Commission  celebrates  40  yeaVs  of  P**.P*^  after ^er  WiUiams  establish- 

service  to  Southern  Baptists  There  are  many  items  of  historical  ed  the  first  Baptist  church  in  America 

^  value  that  need  to  be  preserved.  The  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 

Prior  to  this,  the  promotion  and  Mississippi  Baptist  Historical  Com-  r>o.-i»io  lo  oo  »  •  „ 

preservation  of  our  history  was  mission  is  doing  a  fine  job  microfilm-  nf 

sporadic  and  many  valuable  ing  important  ilcords  and  preserving  ”  n  ^ 

documents  were  lost.  W.  O.  Carver,  reminders  of  our  past.  R.  A.  great  men.  In  the  354 

professor  at  Southern  Seminary,  had  McLemore’s  Highlights  of  Mississip-  '^®  bad  some  gi^t  ones  and 

championed  the  cause  of  history  and  pi  Baptist  History  has  been  revis^  by  ‘O*"  ''’®  ^re  gratetul. 

considered  it  imperative  that  Baptists  Jack  W.  Gunn  and  this  book  is  In  those  200  years,  Mississippi  Bap- 
learn  the  lessons  of  their  history.  In  available  Gunn  also  serves  as  ex-  tists  have  had  a  dominant  role  in  the 
1938,  the  Historical  Society  was  ecutive  secretary  for  the  Mississippi  religious,  social,  economic,  and 
organized  and  much  of  the  collected  Baptist  Historical  Commission.  Alice  political  life  of  our  state.  Many 
material  was  stored  in  the  library  at  Cox  serves  as  librarian,  and  Jean  generous  individuals  sacrificed  to 
Southern  Seminary.  Street  continues  to  index  the  Baptist  keep  Hie  Chilian  cause  afloat.  How 

In  the  first  six  years,  the  Commis-  Record.  appreciative  we  should  be  today  for 

Sion  transferred  4,887,498  pages  of  The  Commission  also  maintains  the  those  who  sacrifice  to  preserve  it. 


Facts  on  the  Cooperative  Program 

For  the  first  seven  months  of  the  decreased  by  2  percent, 
church  year,  Mississippi  showed  a  10.4  „•  .u 

percent  increase  in  CMperative  Pro-  Smce  1970,  the  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  gifts  over  the  previous  year.  ■0^*^  P®Kcentage  of  total  gifts  has 
This  is  the  largest  increase  of  any  of  sb^dily  d^hi^  and  in  1^  stands  at 
the  old-line  Southern  states.  We  went  ' .  ^ds  means  churches  are 

from  4,029,073  to  4,448,919  in  dollars,  8  cents  of  each  dollar 

Designated  gifts  declined  4.3  percent 

from  $5,134,953  to  $4,914,387.  ®  ®  per^t,  m  the  *805  it  dropped  to  8.5 

Nationwide,  16  conventions  showed  ®*jd  the  last  five  years  reflect 

a  decrease  in  Cooperative  Pro^m  ®  decliTC  to  8.2  percent.  In  the  rast 
gifts  and  24  showed  a  decrease  in  y®ar,  church  offei^  mc^^  by  6 
gifts.  percent,  while  gifts  to  the  CP  increas- 

In  the  Convention,  24  states  showed  ^  percent. 


Historical  Commission  marks  40th  year 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  The  of  Theology  at  Southern  Seminary,  quicentennial  in  1995,  “to  encourage 
Historical  Commission  celebrated  its  and  presidmt  and  professor  of  church  Southern  Baptists  to  reflect  creatively 
40th  anniversary  by  honoring  its  ex-  history  at  the  Baptist  Theological  on  their  heritage”  Categories  will  in- 
ecutive  director,  presenting  awards  in  Seminary  in  Ruschlikon,  Switzerland,  dude  bo^  local  church  and  associa- 
Baptist  history,  approving  a  new  pam-  The  commission  lauded  St.  Amant,  tional  histories,  and  unpublished 

ffstor/wSg  cSt^?""*"®  an  increase  in  CP  giving  during  the  All  funds  werc  c 

Ttecommilion  Sored  4rnnE.  Lsayi,  a^d  artid^  aST ‘l^^e  ^  and  Home 

May  Jr.,  on  his  35th  anniversary  as  an  interpreter  of  the  Baptist  vision”  and  orieSPof  «?Rr 

GniDlovG0  dnd  his  20th  annivcrssrv  as  a  for  anH  mfitivat/ir  nf  Rantict  on^infll  oi  #655)145,  QU6  to  dn  in  Dunn^  tno  scvon  months,  SRC  somindnos,  dnd  the 

executive  director  The  lon^st-  historians  for  almost  five  deca<^’  ""^y  percent  ($5,019)  in  receipts  increased  by  slightly  less  sions.  (compiled  froi 

Sred  SBC  iSS  exeSj^ve  rince  decades.  ^^e  CooperaUve  Program  allocation  than  1  percent  and  designated  gifts  Committee  Report) 

the  Pavia  RroP^d  by  the  SBC  Executive  , 

Sion’S  mwe  to  new  quarters  in  the  Committee.  O  .  p  otHriTlinr 

SBC  Building,  expan^d  the  profes-  ^^®vementm  State  Baptist  HisU^.  The  commission  adopted  a  records  tJ  I  I  I  OLwl  I  I  III  Iv 

sional  staff  from^o  to  seven,  and  a^aS isSitTwliSi®  Mississippi  Bap-  son  and  find  out  wS 

enhanced  the  agency’s  programs,  ser-  Virginia  Baotist  Historical  in  iiua  t  aintained  by  ernployees  tists’  Convention  Board,  “Helping  to  off  concerning  the 

vices,  products,  library,  and  archival  g^?g\%ulffl990  SSev  E  S  m^tran^ction  of  agency  business  win  Mississippi  and  the  worl*  to  yourself  into  thit  pag 

holdings.  He  is  the  agency’s  third  ex-  comoleted  a  mural  for  the  sroietv  ^nominational  Jesus,”  calls  fw  fervent  [Maying,  dear  what  would  influen 

ecutive  director,  following  Norman  W.  consisting  of  36  original  oaintines  of  ^  planning,  and  a  holy  zeal  to  take  ad-  wealthy,  the  minor 

Cox  (1951-59)  and  Davis  C.  Woolley  co"sjsiing  ot  36  o^imi  painiinp  of  rworck  are  to  be  deposited  m  the  v^antage  of  the  times  Just  how  do  we  those  in  similar  om 

(1959-71).  May  began  work  at  th^  Historical  Ubrary  and  Archives  at  the  get  Se  gospel  to^ryMism  in  ^ 

Historical  Commiision  in  1956  as  compleUon  of  their  service  gei^  gospel  to  every  person  in  our 

research  director.  Commissioners  responded  to  the  and  after-schooi  siti 

In  their  April  22-24  meeting,  com-  the  Years,  a  hist^  d  tte  Womanls  motion  regarding  political  activities  Bill  Cau^  executive  director- 
missioners  presented  May  with  a  Missionary  Umon  d  Virginia.  which  was  referred  to  all  SBC  agen-  has  mentioned  the  hou^’%iat  do  voi 

“Special  40th  Anniversary  The  Norman  W.  Ckw  Award  for  the  cies  by  the  (invention  in  June  1990.  possibihty  of  brain-storming  sessions  -eachiriB  Sunday 
Distinguished  Service  Award.”  best  article  published  by  the  They  determined  no  resources  of  the  acroM  the  state  with  others.  In-  ^ 

Prior  to  the  annual  meeting,  more  Historical  Comniission  in  1990  went  to  agency  had  been  “used  during  the  novative  and  creative  planning  is  a  p.  marketa  and 

than  120  donors  contributed  $6,525  to  Bill  J.  Leonard,  professor  of  church  year  1969-90  to  engage  in  ar^  political  necessity.  The  usual  ^ans  and  pro-  can  we  co 

the  Lynn  E.  May  Jr,  Study  Grant  En-  history  at  Southern  Seminary,  activity  within  the  Southern  Bajgist  granris  will  bring  forth  th^usual  arts  and  crafts  shov 

dowment  Fund,  in  honor  of  the  ex-  Leonard’s  article,  “Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  suraorting  or  o^xising  results.  How  can  we  bring 

rcutive  director.  The  fund,  now  totaU-  Itetottonships  wth  ^pradent  Bap-  candi^tes  for  offic^  directly  or  in-  we  have  2,650,000  Mississippians,  focus  on  the  goal  ai 
ing  o\'or  $10,000,  provid^  scholarships  tiste,  appeared  m  tl»  July  1990  Bap-  directly,  nor  lobbyi^  on  any  con-  and  approximately  40  percent  are  serious  challenge 

for  selected  researchers  using  the  tist  History  and  Heritoge.  Uwersial  i^ues  schediHed  to  come  considered  unreached  with  the  strategists  to  braiMi 

Southern  Baptist  Historical  Library  Commissioners  approved  a  new  before  this  ConvenUon.  message  of  Christ.  Is  there  a  way  to  and  Means  Commit 

and  Archives.  pamphlet  project  entitled  The  1990-91  commission  officers  reach  these  people?  Can  we  minister  forth  with  ideas  and 

The  commission  presented  three  “Understanding  Southern  Baptists.”  were  elected  for  another  one-year  more  effectively  to  those  who  are  churches,  associa 

awards  for  excellence  in  Baptist  The  eight-pam^et  series,  slated  for  term.  They  are  Ray  Granad^  direc-  believers?  Are  we  utilizing  the  media*  convention, 

history.  C.  Penrose  St.  Amant  receiv-  publication  in  January  1993,  will  cover  tor  of  library  services,  Ouachita  Bap-  radio,  television,  newspapers,  to  our  vife  are  now  in  the  s 

ed  the  Distinguished  Service'Award  selected  features  in  l^thern  Baptist  tist  University,  Arkadelphia,  Ark.,  best?  Sports  draw  a  vast  number  of  last  decade  of  this  i 

for  Outstanding  (^tributions  to  Bap-  history  from  1845  to  the  present,  with  chairman;  Jerry  L.  Tillman,  pastor  people,  and  there  is  a  lot  of  interest,  ills  of  our  society  rep 

tist  Itetory.  St.  Amant,  a  former  com-  a  focus  on  the  20th  century.  of  TY-inity  Church,  Fresno,  (^alif.,  vice-  especially  among  the  youth.  Is  there  in  need  and  they  c 

mission  chairman,  has  been  professor  In  other  actions,  the  commission  chairman;  Marlene  Hunt  Rikard,  pro-  a  way  we  could  better  use  the  sports  bread.  Will  we  give  tl 

of  church  history  at  New  Orleans  and  unveiled  plans  for  a  Baptist  History  fessor  of  history,  Samford  University,  slant  in  our  efforts  to  reach  the  cold  stones  of  orthod 

Southern  Baptist  Theological  Writing  Contest  as  part  of  the  Birmingham,  Ala.,  recording  unsav^?  programs  may  not  s 

seminaries.  He  was  dean  of  the  School  Southern  Baptist  Convention’s  Ses-  secretary;  and  May,  treasurer. 


Oxild  we  interview  the  unsaved  per- 
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6,000  moderates  meet, 
form  Cooperative  Fellowship 


Ij  ,  -g|M  More  than  6,000  Southern  Baptist  our  understanding  of  what  it  means 

moderates  met  last  weekend  in  Atlan-  to  be  Baptist  and  what  it  means  to  do 
I  ^  to  give  their  groups  name,  elect  of-  gospel.  Therefore,  we  create  a  new  in- 

^  iMHWkVHW  *>  ficers,  pass  a  constitution,  set  a  strument  to  further  the  Kingdom  and 

YnSvSHw  1  budget,  and  begin  to  make  plans  for  enlarge  the  Body  of  Christ.” 

J*. FtlHB  ■  mBb  K  missions  and  Christian  education.  Patricia  Ayers  of  Texas  was  elected 

OixwmlK  v/os  more  than  double  the  moderator-elect,  and  Bill  Owen  of 

^  registration  of  last  year’s  meeting.  OklalAma  was  elected  recorder. 

i  J  Despite  all  that,  leaders  of  the  The  Fellowship  changed  its  propos- 

IgV  |KnH|u^|  W '  ^  group  denied  thQ^  were  birthing  a  new  ed  name  from  United  to  Cooperative 

lit  1  denomination.  after  a  conservative  group  incor- 

^  I  John  Hewett,  pastor  of  First  Church  pora ted  under  that  name  earlier  in 

Iff'  MlBHlulSufti  til  A  ill  Asheville,  N.C.,  was  elected  Georgia. 

,  I  ^  moderator  of  the  Cooperative  Baptist  Along  with  the  officers,  the  group 

)UnCl@r  S  P0rtr3.lt  Fellowship.  elected  a  coordinating  council  of  per- 

*  ,  In  a  press  conference  after  the  sons  nominated  by  state  groups  of 

Shands;  Janet  Shands,  daughter-in-law  (W.C.  Shands  wife);  meeting,  Hewett  denied  that  the  new  participants.  A  group  of  about  50  par- 
Dr.  John  Hat^  Walsh,  nephew;  Ceciie  Walsh  Wardlaw,  grand-  group  was  a  denomination  and  that  ticipating  Mississippi  Baptists  had 
daughter;  Aimee  Shands  Walsh,  daughter;  William  Wardlaw,  “personally  I  am  committed  to  be  nominated  Ttom  Sims,  a  layman  from 
grandson-in-law;  Aimee  Wardlaw,  great-granddaughter,  and  reconciled  to  all  Baptists.”  Hewett  Richton;  Jean  Bond,  a  laywoman 
Janet  Shands,  granddaughter,  with  great-grandson  Philip  added  that  there  are  “serious,  from  Starkville;  and  Joe  Tuten,  a 
Henninger.  substantive  differences  of  opinion,”  retired  pastor  from  Jackson.  The  con- 
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Committee  OKs  Carey  loan 

hires  three  BSU  directors. 

> 

funds  Zimbabwe  project 


rre-SUL.  prayer 
meeting  called 


Mayor  proclaims 
Hospital  Week 


ly  about  four  days  a  week  and  that  the 
trustees  are  taking  initiative  also. 

Edwards  said  that  the  needed  in¬ 
crease  in  fundraising  is  $350,000- 
$400,000  per  year  over  the  next  five 
years. 


Lloyd  Lunceford 
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Shown  above  are  the  elected  officers  of  the  Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship  in  press 
conference.  They  are,  left  to  right,  Patricia  Ayers,  Texas,  rrraderator-elect;  John  Hewett, 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Asheville,  N.C.;  moderator;  and  Bill  Owen,  Oklahoma,  recorder. 
(Photos  by  Tim  Nicholas) 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Saying  he  plans 
to  attend  the  June  4-6  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Ck)nvention  meeting  as  an  elect^ 
messenger,  Daniel  Vestal  steadfastly 
denied  formation  of  the  Cooperative 
Baptist  Fellowship  constitutes  a  new 
convention  (slightly  more  than  5,000 
messengers  were  in  attendance). 

However,  Vestal,  moderator  of  the 
interim  steering  committee  of  The 
Baptist  Fellowship,  said  during  a  May 
10  news  conference  the  new  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  Cooperative  Baptist 
Fellowship  provides  him  and  other 
Southern  Baptist  moderates  a  chan¬ 
nel  for  participating  in  cooperative 
missions. 

The' constitution  and  bylaws  of  the 
new  group  were  expected  to  be 
adopted  May  11  in  the  concluding  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  convocation  of  the 
fellowship  meeting  at  The  Omni  in 
Atlanta. 

“I  want  to  serve  the  Lord,”  said 
Vestal,  pastor  of  Dunwoody  Church  in 
suburban  Atlanta.  “I  can’t  do  it  in  the 
SBC.  Unless  I’m  willing  to  perpetuate 
their  kind  of  control,  I’m  shut  out.  You 
can  shut  me  out  of  the  SBC,  but  you 
can’t  shut  me  out  of  serving  Christ.” 

The  constitution  and  bylaws  of  the 
Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship  pro¬ 
vide  an  organization  and  structure  a 


By  Linda  Lawson 

way  to  receive  funds.  Vestal  said,  but 
since  they  do  not  provide  for  election 
of  delegates  or  messengers  from 
churches,  the  Fellowship  is  not  a  new 
convention.  Vestal  said. 

“I  think  we’re  still  a  fellowship, 
loosely  knit,”  said  Vestal.  “We  still 
love  many  of  the  institutions  of 
Southern  Baptists.  We  love  what  they 
represent  and  are  doing.  We  have  not 
abandoned  those  institutions.  We  still 
give  a  great  deal.” 

He  said  about  200  churches  have 
voted  to  channel  funds  through  the 
Baptist  Cooperative  AUssions  Pro¬ 
gram,  Inc.,  the  funding  mechanism  of 
the  fellowship.  About  $1.5  million  has 
been  receiv^  and  disbursed. 

Vestal  said  attitudes  among  the 
steering  committee  of  The  Baptist 
Fellowship  vai7  concerning  a  continu¬ 
ing  relationship  with  the  SBC. 

“Some  have  not  given  up  on  recon¬ 
ciliation  within  the  SBC.  There  is  sen¬ 
timent  among  some  to  disengage,”  he 
said. 

Vestal  ssrid  he  envisions  the 
Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship 
building  relationships  with  other  Bap¬ 
tist  bodies. 

“My  vision  is  we  could  provide  for 
fellowship  around  ministry  with  all 


kinds  of  Baptist  bodies  in  this  coun¬ 
try  and  around  the  world.” 

Walter  Shurden,  professor  of  church 
history  at  Mercer  University  in 
Macon,  Ga.,  and  a  member  of  the  in¬ 
terim  steering  committee,  said  open¬ 
ness,  inclusiveness,  and  an  ecumeni¬ 
cal  spirit  represent  major  differences 
between  the  fellowship  and  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  (invention. 

He  characterized  formation  of  the 
Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship  as 
“historic.  I  don’t  think  this  thing  is  go¬ 
ing  to  fizzle.” 

Vestal,  Shurden,  and  Patricia  Ayers, 
vice  moderator  of  the  interim  steer¬ 
ing  committee  from  Houston,  said  the 
freedom  to  express  (pinions,  raise 
questi(His  about  the  proposed  constitu¬ 
tion  and  bylaws  and  offer  amend¬ 
ments  represented  healthy  diversity. 

“This  is  the  first  time  in  12  years 
some  of  these  people  have  been  to  a 
meeting  where  they  can  talk. 
Granted,  it  creates  chaos  on  the  plat¬ 
form,  but  vive  la  chaos!” 

The  Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship 
provides  leadership  opportunities  for 
women  “to  exercise  their  gifts,  be  af¬ 
firmed,  and  lead  and  instruct  the  rest 
of  us,”  Ayers  said. 

Lawson  writes  for  BSSB. 
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Vestal  denies  forming  Fellowship 
constitutes  a  new  convention 


MODERATES 

From  page  3 

literature  for  Christian  education, 
ethics  and  public  policy,  theological 
education,  and  equipping  the  laity. 

Disbursements  for  1991  were  pro¬ 
jected  to  be  $520,502,  and  three  giving 
plans  were  propos^  for  churches. 
The  plans  vary  in  the  amount  of  par¬ 
ticipation  in  existing  SBC  missions 
and  educational  endeavors.  For  in¬ 
stance,  the  regular  plan  calls  for 
percentages  to  go  to  all  six  SBC 
seminaries ;  the  Vision  2000  plan  calls 
for  no  direct  giving  to  the  SBC 
seminaries,  but  to  Richmond 
Theological  Seminary  and  Baylor’s 
G.W.  Tniett  Seminary,  plus  funds  for 
scholarships. 

Grady  Cothen,  retired  president  of 
the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board, 
reported  that  211  churches  have  sent 
funds  through  the  Baptist  Cooperative 
Missions  Program,  which  will  even¬ 
tually  merge  with  the  fellowship.  As 
of  Ai^  30,  he  said  that  total  gifts  were 
$1,567,161.30.  First  quarter  gifts,  Oct. 
1-Dec.  31,  were  approximately 
$258,000,  he  said.  April  gifts  were  just 
over  $344,000. 

COMMITTEE 

From  page  3 

Southern  Mississippi.  Bill  Kirkpatrick 
will  become  BSU  director  at  Delta 
State  University  on  Aug.  1. 

Lunceford,  38,  returns  to  the  conven¬ 
tion  board  after  a  three  year  stint  as 
a  missionary  to  Ihiwan  for  the 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board. 

From  1979  to  1988,  he  was  associate 
director  of  the  Department  of  Student 
Work  for  the  MBCB.  He  served  as 
BSU  director  at  Pearl  River  Junior 
College  (now  Community  College), 
1976-79;  as  part  time  associate  BSU 
director  at  Delta  Stat^  1975-76;  and 
was  music  and  youth  dimtor  at  First 
C!hurch,  Boyle,  1974-76. 

Lunceford,  a  native  of  Clarksdale, 
is  a  graduate  of  Delta  State  and  earn¬ 
ed  tte  master  of  divinity  degree  from 


Participants  approved  a  report  and 
recommendations  from  a  missions 
coordinating  council,  which  included 
planning  to  hire  a  permanent  direc¬ 
tor  or  directors  for  the  council  and  a 
specific  locale  or  office,  and  a  budget 
of  $507,295  for  a  series  of  mission  pro¬ 
jects.  'Die  projwts  range  from  a  mis¬ 
sion  to  internationals  in  Boise,  Idaho, 
to  funding  for  three  church  starters, 
to  a  ministry  house  for  Bhutan 
refugees  in  A^m,  India. 

Reports  were  made  of  state 
meetings  which  discussed  mission 
participation  and  (Christian  literature 
Leaders  were  asked  to  defme  missions 
and  to  “remember,  this  is  the  beginn¬ 
ing,  we  can’t  cover  the  whole  world.” 
Concerning  literature,  leaders  were 
told  participants  wanted  a  broader 
range  of  literature  including  doctrii^ 
history,  ethics,  and  biblical  exegesis. 

In  his  press  conference,  Hewett  said 
of  the  feUowshipt,  “What  you’re  seeing 
is  one  more  choice  among  a  plethora 
of  choices.” 

The  1992  fellowship  convocation  will 
take  place  in  the  'Ihrrant  County  (Con¬ 
vention  (Center  in  Fort  Worth,  Ttex., 
April  30-  May  2. 


New  Orleans  Seminary. 

Kirkpatrick,  40,  goes  to  Delta  State 
from  P^rl  River  (Community  College 
where  he  has  been  BSU  director  since 
1979.  He  has  held 
;.  interim  pastorates 

^  at  Bunker  Hill, 

M  Derby,  Juniper 

Pp  Grove,  and  Lum- 
berton.  He  was 
T  ^  pastor  of  Mt.  Zion 

MT  •w  Church,  Lufkin, 

jT  4^  Ttex.,  1977-79,  and 

was  also  part  time 
PP  BSU  director  at 

K.rkpi:»..k 

Lufkin  for  the  same  period. 

Kirkpatrick  is  a  graduate  of  Dallas 
Baptist  University  and  earned  the 
master  of  divinity  degree  from 
Southwestern  Seminary. 


Lebanon  Church  (Covington):  May 
19-24;  services  Sunday,  11  a.m.  with 
Malcolm  Green,  Forrest,  speaking, 
and  2  p.m.  with  Tbney  Bagley,  Jeff 
Davis  County,  speaking;  services 
nightly,  7  p.m.,  with  Don  Saveli, 
speaking;  (Carey  (College  Baptist  Stu¬ 
dent  Union,  music;  Don  Riley,  pastor. 

Beech  Grove  Church,  Pattison 
(Union):  May  16-19;  services  7  p.m. 
Thurs.-Sat.,  11  a.m.  Sun.;  Matt 
Buckles,  Crossview  (Church,  Brandon, 
evangelist;  P.  W.  Hynum,  Port  Gibson, 
Beech  Grove  Church,  music;  Ray 
Williams,  pastor. 

Unity  Church,  Moselle  (Jones): 
May  19-24;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m. 
nightly;  Tracy  Hipps,  Freedom 
Church,  Laurel,  evangelist;  Edward 
Jordan,  First  Church,  Sanford, 
music;  David  W.  Aultman,  pastor. 

Area-wide  crusade,  Tippah  County 
fairgrounds,  Ripley:  May  19-24;  7 
nightly;  (Carroll  Roberson  of  Ripley, 
evangelist;  Anthony  Mitchell, 
minister  of  music,  Ashland  Church, 
song  director. 


He  has  taught  Old  and  New  Testa¬ 
ment  Survey  courses  at  Pearl  River 
since  1987. 

He  and  his  wife  Patricia  have  three 
children:  Beth,  11;  Laura,  9;  and 
David,  7. 

A  director  was  also  elected  for 
Jones  County  Community  (College. 
'That  name  will  be  releasi^  in  next 
week’s  issue. 

'The  committee  aroroved  hiring  the 
recently  retired  HolUs  Bryant  as  a  part 
time  contract  consultant  for  World 
Missions  Conferences  and  for  Inter¬ 
faith  Witness.  Those  were  two  of 
Bryant’s  assignments  until  his  retire¬ 
ment  from  the  board  last  month. 

In  other  business,  the  committee 
approved  purchase  of  up^de  equip¬ 
ment  for  ^  Macintosh  IIFX  for  the 
desktop  publishing  section  of  the  Of¬ 
fice  of  Communication  at  $12,520.30. 


Riverside  Church,  Long  Beach: 
May  19-22;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m. ; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Luther  M.  Dorr, 
preaching  professor.  New  Orleans 
Seminary,  evangelist;  David  P. 
Snyder,  Riverside  (Church,  music; 
'Ihimadge  Rayborn,  pastor. 

Carey  Chapel  Church,  Red  Banks: 
May  19-23;  Conference  on  Spiritual 
Renewal;  May  19-23,  7  nightly;  May 
22-23, 10  a.m.  (ladies’  and  men’s  ses¬ 
sions);  May  23,  1  p.m.,  special 
pastors’  meeting;  Jack  'Taylor,  con¬ 
ference  speaker;  Barbara  'Ihylor, 
ladies’  speaker;  Ken  Bradley,  pastor. 

Glade  Church  (Jones):  May  19-22; 
Billy  Smith,  evangelist;  Bernie 
Parker,  musician;  services,  Sunday, 
11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  11:45 
a  m.,  lunch;  services  at  12:20  and  7 
p.m.;  Charles  E.  Davis  Sr.,  pastor. 

Pineview  Church,  Clinton  (Hinds- 
Madison):  May  19-22;  Sunday  School, 
9  a.m.;  worship,  10:15  a.m.;  services 
7  p.m.  nightly;  Gray  Allison,  presi¬ 
dent,  Mid-America  ^minary,  Mem¬ 
phis,  evangelist;  Phil  Smith,  minister 
of  music,  music;  Benton  Preston, 
pastor. 

Westwood  Church,  Meridian :  May 
19-23;  services,  Sunday,  10:45  a.m.  and 
7  p.m.;  Mon.-Thurs.,  11  a.m.  and  7 
p.m.;  Jack  Gregory,  Johnston  City, 
Tenn.,  evangelist;  CJhrls  Lee, 
Westwood  (Thurch,  music;  David  Mit¬ 
chell,  pastor. 

Crestview  Church,  Petal:  May 
12-17;  James  Thylor,  Heidelberg, 
evangelist;  Brad  Griffin,  music  direc¬ 
tor,  Crestview  CSiurch,  music;  ser¬ 
vices,  each  night  at  7:30  p.m.;  Ray¬ 
mond  Parkin,  pastor. 


Even  the  woodpecker  owes  his  suc¬ 
cess  to  the  fact  tlut  he  used  his  bead 
and  keen  pecking  away  until  he 
finishes  the  job  he  starts.  ~  Cdeman 
COK 


Revival  dates 


Mississippi  Baptists  who  attend  the  (Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship  meeting  in  Atlan¬ 
ta  last  weekend  nominated  (left  to  right)  Tom  Sims,  Richton,  Jean  Bond,  Starkville, 
and  Joe  Titen,  Jackson,  to  a  coordinating  council  of  state  participants.  Not  shown 
is  Suzii  Paynter,  Jackson,  at-large  member. 


RESUMES  ARE  BEING  accepted 
for  the  position  of  music/youUi  at 
Rawls  Springs  Baptist  Church,  55 
Rawls  Springs  Road,  Hattiesburg, 
MS  39402. 


For  Sale:  Eagle  46  Passenger 
Buses  with  Air  Condition, 
Restroom,  Reclining  Seats  —  Ex¬ 
tra  clean!  —  For  More  Informa¬ 
tion,  Call  tbm  Shows,  Cedar  Hill 
Charter  Service,  1-800-826-6849  (In 
Miss)  or  1-800-654-4379  (Out  of 
state). 


STERLING  OPPORTUNITY: 
Pastor  on  sabbatical  needs  pro¬ 
gressive  leaders  now  to  train  and 
manage  others  in  dynamic  young 
growth  company.  Your  hours.  (305) 
537-3193. 


NATIONAL  COMPANY  BUILT  on 
Biblical  principles  desires  Chris¬ 
tian  men/women  in  sales/manage¬ 
ment  PT/FT— $2M.M  week  possi- 
bie  PT  —  Great  snppiement  to 
yonr  income — Ibp  quality,  fesbion 
pradnct— training,  potential.  Gain 
control  of  yonr  financial  fntnre  — 
No  door4o-door  or  bard  seiiing. 
For  information  call:  M1-735-31M. 


CHARTER  A  BUS  —  reasonable 
cost,  efficient/friendly  service, 
comfortable  traveling.  Make  plans 
for  vour  group,  young  or  old.  We’ll 
make  vour  travel  arrangements  or 
provide  only  transporution.  For 
more  information  call  toll  free  in 
Mississippi  1-800-826-6849,  or  out  of 
sUte  1-800-654-4379  or  write  Cedar 
Hill  Charter  Service,  Box  2554, 
Laurel,  MS  39442. 


'THE  DAUPHIN  ISLAND  Summer 
Ministn'  of  Dauphin  Island,  Ala¬ 
bama,  IS  in  need  of  Youth  or  Adult 
Summer  Mission  Groups  for  their 
program.  Dates  available  are  June 
22  to  June  29,  July  13  to  July  20,  and 
the  month  of  August.  For  more  In¬ 
formation  call  ^5)  861-5124. 
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BAPTIST  RECORD  PAGE  S 


“In  Ethiopia,  you  call  on  God 
says  missionary  on  furlough 


By  Anne  W.  McWUliams 


Last  week  in  Ethiopia,  rebel  troops 
battling  the  government  were  within 
25  miles  of  the  capital,  Addis  Ababa 
(story  below).  Ordy  three  Southern 
Baptist  missionary  couples  remained, 
visas  in  hand,  ready  for  departure  if 
necessary.  Sam  and  Ginny  Cannata  of 
Texas  and  Mississippi,  who  transfer¬ 
red  in  Februa^  from  Zanzibar,  were 
among  ones  still  there  Betty  Barham 
of  Mississippi  had  elected  to  transfer 
to  Zimbabwe.  Paul  and  Hannah  Gay, 
Mississippians,  have  been  on  furlou^ 
since  last  August,  in  Jackson. 

In  1974,  Ethiopia’s  emperor  was 
overthrown  and  a  Communist  govern¬ 
ment  went  into  power.  But  during  the 
severe  famine  in  the  ’80s,  Southern 
Baptist  missionaries  and  volunteers 
were  allowed  to  go  into  Ethiopia’s  hi^ 
lands  to  help  provide  food  and  health 
care.  Afterward,  they  continued  to 
minister  to  human  needs  through 
rural  development  projects  —  clean 
water,  veterinary  clinics,  breed  im¬ 
provements,  agricultural  extension, 
tree  nurseries,  and  nutritional 
education. 

Eight  feeding  stations  established 
during  the  famine  were  staffed  by 
young  Ethiopian  Christians  who  as 
time  permitted  conducted  Bible 
studies,  witnessed,  and  discipled  new 
(Hiristians.  And  they  still  do.  Mis¬ 
sionaries  and  volunteers  help  to  equip 
the  Ethiopian  Christians  for  their 
work  in  evangelization.  “Every  sta¬ 
tion,”  said  Paul  Gay,  “where  a  team 
has  been  able  to  work  for  more  than 
six  months  has  a  local  Baptist 
church.” 

When  the  Gays  left  for  furlough, 
Paul  was  cooi^inator  for  all  Uie 
development  projects  conducted  by 


direct  a  conununity  health  education  ^  ^ 

program.  Possibly  Hannah  may  assist 
in  this,  she  said.  “She  tried  holding  a 
t  clinic  on  our  front  porch,”  Paul  add-  ‘ 

ed,  “but  it  didn’t  work  out  so  well.”  V 

g  "l- 1  being  mother  to  r 

simU  children.  Anoidier  son  was  B  ^ 

Jllll  Thou^  bom  in  Georgia,  Paul  mov-  B  '  v 

ed  to  Mississippi  in  second  grade,  liv-  V  /.  V 

I  ^  Tupelo,  and  went  to  high  school  \  ^ 

I  in  Quitman.  Hannah  was  born  in 

I  Jaclbon  to  Ruth  and  Leo  Berry.  She 

■  <0  met  Paul  at  Ole  Miss,  and  they  mar-  .m 

■  ried  in  1975.  While  she  eam^  her  /d 

H  M.D., 

B  pediatrics,  worked  on  the  facul-  —  ^  ^ 

B  fwi  medical  center  Jackson,  ,  fi  ^ 

B  fn  worked  as  corporate  treasurer  w 

B  earned  a  master’s  degree  in 

B  M  hospital  administration  from  MC. 

H  im  They  became  missionaries  in  1987.  k/  - 

B  Of  50  million  Ethiopiaiu,  the  Or-  Hannah  Gay  holds  two-month-old  Stephen.  Seated  beside  her  are  Ruth,  2,  and 

Paul  Gay,  missionary  to  Ethiopia,  talks  thodox  Church  (state  religion  for  cen-  Andrew,  4.  Daniel,  7,  was  at  school, 
with  a  Baptist  Woman  following  the  Mon-  lurie^  before  1^4)  claims  25  million 

day  afterrKxxi  session  in  which  he  and  his  members,  and  Islam  about  20  million,'  At  Christmas,  the  Gays  got  a  walked  the  100  miles  into  Addis  Ababa 
wil|>tennah,  spoke  on  "Relying  on  the  according  to  the  Gays.  Per  capita  in-  letter  from  a  fellow  missionary,  again  and  again,  to  the  Bible  School 
Holy  Spirit  in  Ethiopia  ”  ^  o"®  percent  of  Mississippi’s.  Jerry  Bedsole:  “Kifle  from  Rabel  was  held  there.  They  would  pick  up  four 

At  first,  the  Communists  tried  to  arrested  and  beaten  by  the  'TPLF  textbooks  to  take  home  in  January  to 
outlaw  all  religion,  but  failed.  Both  the  along  with  35  other  believers  recent-  study  and  later  in  the  year,  in  June, 
the  Mission,  and  liaison  between  the  Orthodox  and  the  Communists  ly.  Had  to  be  hand  fed.  His  wife  and  make  the  trip  again  to  pick  up  four 
National  Committee  of  Baptist  persecute  evangelical  Christians,  small  child  also  arrested  and  in  more  books.  When  Paul  told  this,  he 
churchy  and  the  Mission.  Also  Iw  lud  “But  the  Christians  possess  boldness,”  prison.  Several  other  younger  said,  “They  would  have  to  cross  very 
served  in  other  ways,  such  as  mission  said  Paul.  He  told  the  story  of  believers  also  beaten  and  I  asked  if  dangerous  territory,  through  enemy 
treasurer  and  in  literature  ministry.  Negussie,  who  grew  up  with  mis-  they  were  leaving  the  church  —  he  lines  where  lx>th  sicfc  indiscriminate- 
Hannah,  a  p^atrician,  had  plan-  sionaries  after  his  mother  died.  When  said  NO!  All  were  praising  the  Lord,  ly  shoot  civilians  as  suspected  spies, 
ned  to  teach  in  Ethiopia’s  medical  police  found  three  Bibles  hidden  in  his  The  group  had  a  conference  and  wor-  “Hannah  and  I  have  learned  a  lot 

school,  but  it  was  clos^  to  teaching  closet,  they  beat  him  and  told  him  to  ship  time  in  prison  with  tape  music,  about  relying  on  the  Holy  Spirit, 
due  to  the  crush  of  wounded  soldiers  stop  witnessing.  He  told  them  that  as  Rebels  couldn’t  understand  It  was  a  taught  to  us  by  the  example  of  the 
who  were  to  be  treated  ahead  of  a  follower  of  Christ  he  had  no  choice  victorious  time  for  them.”  Ethiopian  Christians.  Here  you  can 

civilians.  (A  Baptist  clinic  is  under  but  to  witness.  So  he  spent  seven  years  Ibn  men  from  the  north  of  the  coun-  call  the  repair  man,  your  banker, 

construction  at  Minji.)  Sam  Cannata,  in  prison.  However,  in  those  years  he  try  have  been  relying  on  God  for  pro-  lawyer,  or  doctor.  In  Ethiopia,  the 
medical  doctor,  transferred  from  Zan-  witnessed  to  400  in  prison.  “He  praises  tection,  as  they  walk  through  battle  phone  is  probably  out,  so  you  call  on 


War  worsens  in  Ethiopia  Baptists  send  $345,000  to  Bangladesh 


By  Craig  Bird 


NAIROBI,  Kenya  (BP)  —  The  TV 
news  images  of  war  haven’t  hit  the 
streets  of  Addis  Ababa,  Ethiopia’s 
capital  —  yet. 

No  running  gun  battles  between 
fatigue-clad  soldiers  are  seen. 

Burned-out  cars  don’t  stud  the 
streets.  But  the  noose  of  civil  war  is 
tightening  around  the  city,  and  more 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries  have 
left  the  country. 

Three  missionary  couples  remain: 
Jerry  and  Rosie  Bedsole  of  Foley, 
Ala.;  Rob  and  Patricia  Ackerman  of 
Wheaton,  III.,  and  Albuquerque,  N.M. ; 
and  Sam  and  Ginny  Cannata  of 
Houston,  and  Hollandkle,  Miss.  Exit 
visas  in  hand,  they  weigh  the  factors 
of  going  or  staying.  The  Cannatas 
transferred  in  February  from  Zan¬ 
zibar  to  Ethiopia.  Nurse  Betty 
Barham  of  Sontag,  Miss.,  has  ac¬ 
cepted  a  transfer  to  a  Baptist  hospital 
in  Zimbabwe  and  is  in  the  United 
States  awaiting  a  work  permit  from 
that  country.  Paul  and  Hannah  Gay  of 
Jackson  are  on  furlough  in 
Mississippi. 

Rebel  forces  are  closing  in  on  the 
capital  and  its  embattled  government. 
Dire  rumors  are  plentiful,  gasoline 
scarce.  But  instead  of  air  raid  sirens, 
quiet  desperation  permeates  the  at¬ 
mosphere.  Instead  of  bursts  of 
machine  gun  fire,  the  steady  pounding 
of  wartime  inflation  beats  on.  Live 
chickens  sell  for  $12  each ;  ground  beef 
is  pushing  $3  a  pound.  Eggs  are 
unavailable. 

Rebel  troops  are  within  25  miles  of 
the  capital.  Missionaries  commuting 
to  the  last  functioning  Baptist- 
operated  feeding  stations  and  to  a 


medical  clinic  under  construction  can 
hear  gunfire.  Rebel  forces  also 
threaten  to  cut  the  city’s  electricity  if 
government  troops  don’t  stop  shelling 
them. 

At  least  nine  different,  mostly 
ethnic-based  armies  battle  the 
government.  A  Lebanon-type  chaos 
could  result  if  Ethiopian  President 
Mengistu  Haile  Mariam  refuses  to 
resign  before  the  various  armies  enter 
the  city. 

“We’re  really  grateful  the  decision 
to  leave  is  up  to  us  and  what  we  feel 
God  wants  us  to  do  —  that  way  we 
can’t  blame  anyone  else,”  Mrs.  John 
Lawrence,  missionary  from  Loui¬ 
siana,  said.  “But  we  know  one  thing: 
if  we  accept  another  assignment  we 
want  it  to  be  temporary.” 

Surprisingly,  most  Southern  Baptist 
work  continues,  according  to  Mrs. 
Lawrence,  although  it  is  “limping 
along  rather  than  running.”  'The  main 
exception  came  in  April  when  the 
university  where  Lawrence  taught 
veterinary  science  closed  so  all 
students  could  be  sent  to  military 
training  camps. 

In  Addis  Ababa,  Baptist  literature 
publication  and  veterinary  clinics  still 
operate.  Feeding  programs  for  war 
refugees  still  function  in  northern 
Shoa  province  and  Elahware,  staffed 
by  Ethiopians  who  live  at  the  stations 
on  the  fringe  of  the  war’s  front  lines. 
Work  also  continues  on  construction 
of  a  Baptist  medical  clinic  at  Minji, 
about  l(X)  miles  from  the  capital. 

Missionaries  drive  to  the  outlying 
work  almost  daily. 

Bird  writes  for  FMB. 


DHAKA,  Bangladesh  (BP)  — 
Southern  ^ptists  will  spend  $345,0(X) 
to  buy  food  Cm'  Bangladeshis  and  help 
them  rebuild  their  villages  after  the 
AihII  30  cyclone  that  killed  at  least 
125,000  pe^e 

In  their  first  relief  request. 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries  in 
Bangladesh  outlined  plans  for  a 
$120,000  food-for-wwk  program.  They 
also  sought  $225,000  for  rebuilding 
about  400  houses  not  related  to  the 
food-for-work  program. 

lb  help  meet  needs  not  related  to 
hunger  in  Bangladesh,  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board  has  set  up  a 
Bangladesh  relief  fund.  People  who 
want  to  contribute  should  address 
their  gifts  to  Bangladesh  Relief,  P.O. 
Box  6767,  Richmond,  Va.  23230. 

Clyde  Meador,  a  mission  ad¬ 
ministrator  based  in  Bangkok, 


By  Marty  Croll 

Thailand,  has  spoken  by  telephone  to 
missionary  James  Young  of 
Thomastowil,  Miss.,  in  Bangladesh. 
Communications  to  and  from 
Bangladesh  and  anywhere  except 
Bangkok  were  cut  off  during  tte 
cyclone  when  a  satellite  transmiWion 
station  was  damaged. 

Bai^desh  owns  only  a  tiqy  fleet  of 
12  helicopters.  Those  helkx^itas,  plus 
a  handful  of  others  borrowed  from  In¬ 
dia  and  Pakistan,  are  being  used  to 
drq)  rice  and  drinking  water  in  the 
remote  areas. 

Although  government  officials  put 
the  death  count  by  May  7  at  125,730 
people,  missionary  Jim  McKinley  of 
Albany,  Ky.,  reported  some  people 
claim  as  many  as  400,000 
Bangladeshis  might  have  died.  Of¬ 
ficials  have  no  way  to  estimate  how 


many  people  simply  washed  out  to  sea 
as  winds  churned  up  the  Bay  of 
Bengal,  causing  sea  water  to  rise  by 
20  feet  and  sweep  over  the  land. 

Many  offshore  islands  were  under 
12  feet  of  water. 

Bangladesh,  a  low-lying  country 
about  the  size  of  Wisconsin,  is  one  of 
the  poorest  nations  in  the  world.  Its  115 
miluOTi  people  earn  an  average  of  $170. 
a  year  per  capita.  It  is  frequently  buf¬ 
feted  by  cyclones,  droughts,  and 
floods. 

The  16  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  Bangladesh  were 
unharmed.  Only  one  missionary  cou¬ 
ple,  R  T  and  Fran  Buckley  of 
Picayune,  Miss.,  live  in  the  area  of 
devastation,  an  arc  of  several  districts 
about  125  miles  from  Dhaka,  the 
capital  city. 

C'roll  writes  for  FMB. 


Medical  teams  cross  into  Iraq 


DIYARBAKIR,  Turkey  (BP)  - 
Despite  a  change  in  airports,  elusive 
landing  sights,  and  delayed 
clearances,  a  glistening  white  C-130 
cargo  plane  landed  in  the  Turkish  ci¬ 
ty  of  Diyarbakir  May  5  loaded  with 
medical  supplies  for  Kurds  provided 
by  Southern  Baptists  and  MAP 
International. 

The  medicines  and  two  teams  of 
volunteer  doctors  and  interpreters 
were  bound  for  the  town  of  Zakho  in¬ 
side  Iraq,  where  U.S.  troops  have 
secured  a  neutral  area  for  Iraqi  Kurds 
who  fled  Saddam  Hussein’s  forces  in- 


By  Terry  McMahon 

to  the  mountains  separating  Iraq  and 
Turkey. 

With  the  promise  of  safety,  the 
Kurdish  refugees  are  beginning  to 
return  to  their  homeland  to  rebuild 
lives  shattered  war  and  civil  strife 

The  C-130  cargo  plane  loaded  with 
the  team’s  medical  supplies  sat  for 
two  days  on  a  runway  in  Larnaca, 
Cyprus,  while  frantic  efforts  were 
under  way  in  Turkey  to  secure  per¬ 
mission  to  land  in  Diyarbakir  rather 
than  in  Van. 

Around  noon  May  5,  the  necessary 
permits  were  granted  and  the  plane 


(provided  by  LeSEA  Global  Feed  the 
Hungry  ministry  in  South  Bend,  Ind.) 
was  cleared  to  fly  from  Larnaca  to 
Diyarbakir. 

Under  jurisdiction  of  the  Red  Cres¬ 
cent  (the  Middle  Blast  equivalent  of 
the  Red  Cross),  the  supplies  and 
volunteers  were  to  travel  May  6  by 
truck  to  the  border  town  of  Salopi  and 
then  cross  with  a  military  escort  into 
Iraqi  territory  for  the  final  15  miles  to 
ZaMo. 

Terry  McMahon  is  covering 
Southern  Baptist  relief  efforts  in  Iraq 
and  Iran. 


The  flooding  in  Quitman  County  took  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster  Relief  Unit 
to  the  street  in  front  of  First  Church.  Marks  on  May  5.  The  unit  is  operated  by  the 
Brotherhood  Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  utilizing  train¬ 
ed  volunteers.  By  the  time  the  unit  was  scheduled  to  close  down  on  May  14.  the 
volunteer  crew  had  served  12.502  hot  meals.  In  the  picture  at  center,  crewman  Buck 
Fortner  of  Lambert  spices  up  some  chili  while  Marks  Church  volunteers  stir.  Bottom 
right.  Parchman  prisoners  take  a  hot  meal  from  the  Red  Cross  truck  which  delivered 
most  of  the  meals  for  the  Baptist  unit.  Red  Cross  ordinarily  provides  the  food  which 
the  Baptists  cook.  At  top  and  bottom,  left,  members  of  West  Marks  Church.  Marks, 
fill  sandbags  provided  by  the  county.  Pastor  Mike  Smithey  said  that  his  church  had 
canceled  Sunday  School  and  worship  services.  May  5.  to  help  flood  victims  build 
levees.  Said  Smithey.  “We  thought  it  was  a  better  exercise  of  our  religion  than  meeting 
in  the  sanctuary."  The  church  gave  the  bags  to  anyone  who  asked.  “It  lets  you  know 
what  kind  of  neighbors  you  have,”  he  said.  Below  is  a  Quitman  County  home  which 
was  not  saved  by  building  a  levee.  Hundreds  were  saved  by  the  work  of  volunteer 
laborers,  some  were  not.  At  top.  right,  are  some  of  the  volunteers  on  the  unit:  Buck 
Fortner.  Lambert;  Gerald  Welch,  Greenwood;  Ronnie  Ferrell,  Beizoni;  Malcolm 
Ashcraft,  Lyon;  Joe  Russell,  Clarksdale;  Joe  Weeks,  Lyon;  M.C.  Johnson,  director 
of  missions.  North  Delta  Association;  Warren  Brattlof,  Clarksdale;  and  Garvin  Herr¬ 
ington,  Philadelphia.  (Photos  by  Tim  Nicholas,  except  top  right,  provided  by  North 
Delta  Association.) 
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What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light:  and  what  you  hear  whispered  in  your  ear,  proclaim  upon  the  housetops.  Matthew  10:27  NAS 


May  16, 1991 


Housetops  is  a  supplement  to  the  Baptist  Record  and  is  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 


Qualifications 
of  a  Witness 

by  James  J^ancher,  Consultant 
Evangelism  Dept,  MBCB 


I  have  never  been  satisfied  with  my  own  witnessing, 
either  the  quality  or  the  quantity  of  it.  I  am  still  learn¬ 
ing.  I'm  not  like  the  lady  at  the  golf  course  who  was 
asked  if  she  wanted  to  learn  to  play  golf.  She  replied, 
"My  friend  here  wants  to  learn,  I  learned  yesterday."  I 
sometime  feel  with  Paul,  "Who  is  sufficient  for  these 
things?"  2  Cor.  2:16. 

I  believe  there  are  three  essential  elements  in  our  wit¬ 
nessing  that  must  be  present: 

•  The  witness  must  know  personally  what  'hPiK^ 
telling.  Our  assurance  that  God  saved  us  through  faith 
in  Jesus,  that  our  hope  is  in  Him  alone,  and  that  we 
are  sure  of  our  relationship  based  on  God's  mercy  and 
not  our  own  goodness  or  worthiness  is  essential. 

•  The  witness  must  be  willing  to  tell  what  he  knows. 
Here  is  where  so  many  of  us  fail.  We  are  afraid  of 
offending  or  of  being  rejected  or  of  not  being  able  to 
make  it  clear.  We  can  learn  to  give  our  testimony 
clearly,  enthusiastically,  and  humbly. 

•  The  witness  must  have  the  kind  of  life  that  makes 
what  he  says  believable.  In  Mark  the  story  is  told 
about  a  man  possessed  of  demon  powers.  He  was 
delivered  when  he  came  to  Christ.  Jesus  told  him  to 
go  home  to  his  friends  and  tell  them  how  great  things 
Jesus  had  done  for  him.  He  had  a  changed  life  to 
back  up  his  testimony.  He  was  to  show  and  tell. 

These  must  go  together. 

My  favorite  witnessing  tool  is  the  marked  New  Testa¬ 
ment.  After  leading  an  eleven  year  old  girl  to  claim 
Jesus  as  her  Saviour  I  asked  her  to  pretend  I  was  lost 
and  show  me  how  to  be  saved.  With  very  little  help 
from  me  she  did  fine  going  through  the  marked  verses. 
I  urged  her  to  show  this  to  her  family.  The  following 
Sunday  she  made  her  profession  of  faith  along  with 
her  mother  and  older  sister  to  whom  she  witnessed. 

I  want  to  be  a  better  witness.  I  am  prompted  to  look 
for  opportunities  to  share  the  good  news  about  Jesus 
because  I  do  know  what  He  has  done  and  is  doing  for 


This  series  of  articles  deals  with  how  to  become  a  Christian 
or  how  to  share  your  faith.  Articles  by  others  will  follow  in 
future  issues  of  HouseTops. 


Don't  Miss  Out 
on  Central  Hills 

Registration  for  Central  Hills  Summer 
Camp  1991  Sessions  is  now  open. 
Royal  Ambassador  Boys  and  High 
School  Baptist  Young  Men  (grades  4- 
1 2)  may  register  for  the  Royal 
Ambassador  Resident  Camp  sessions 
(Monday  -  Friday)  [Maximum  of  1 70 
per  session).  Boys  (grades  1  -3)  and 
their  dads  may  register  for  the  Lad- 
Dad  Weekend  Camp  sessions  (Fri¬ 
day  -  Saturday)  [Maximum  of  1 00  per 
session).  Early  registration  will 
assure  you  of  your  choice  of  camp 
sessions.  Aaive  participation  in  an 
R.  A.  or  H.  S.  B.  Y.  M.  unit  is  not 
required  for  a  fellow  to  register  for  a 
camp  session. 


ROYAL  AMBASSADOR  RESIDENT 
CAMP  SESSIONS 
June  17-21  July  15-19 
June  24-28  July  22-26 
July  8-1 2  July  29-August  2 

LAD-DAD  WEEKEND 
CAMP  SESSIONS 

June  14-15  June  28-29  July  1 2-1 3 

New  Registration  forms  have  been 
printed  for  the  1991  camp  sessions. 
Each  camper  will  complete  an  indi¬ 
vidual  form.  Included  in  the  form  is 
all  the  information  parents  need 
from  Central  Hills.  Parents  will  pro¬ 
vide  all  the  information  Central 
Hills  needs  for  the  camper.  The 
form  requests  registration  informa¬ 
tion,  health  information  and  person¬ 
al  information.  (This  procedure  will 
provide  full  information  for  our  staff 
on  each  camper.  It  will  simplify  the 
bookkeeping  procedures  and  speed 


the  registration  process  each  Mon¬ 
day  morning.)  Each  parent/camper 
will  receive  a  confirmation  receipt 
from  Central  Hills. 

Campers  are  grouped  in  a  "Chap¬ 
ter"  (living  unit)  within  a  two  (2) 
year  age  span.  Each  camper  may 
list  his  choice  of  "bunk  mate"  on 
the  registration  form. 

The  Camp  Fee  of  $86.00  (payabl*' 
with  registration  form)  includ(*s  al! 
the  necessary  fees  for  the  Royal 
Ambassador  Resident  Camp  ses¬ 
sion.  It  provides  for  lodging,  "first 
call"  insurance,  snacks,  crafts  (1  or 
2  projects).  A  camper  may  bring 
additional  money  for  more  t  ra^l 
projects.  More  souvenirs  and  addi¬ 
tional  snacks  may  be  purchasotl  on 
Friday  after  lunch. 

continued  on  back  page  of  HouseToes 


LET’S  ALL  GO  TO  CHURCH 
- CONFERENCE - 

"Reaching  People  through  Authentic  Worship" 

May  20  at  First  Baptist  Church,  Starkville 
May  21  at  First  Baptist  Church,  Greenwood 
May  23  at  First  Baptist  Church,  Brookhaven 


AUDIENCE:  Church  and  associational  worship  lead¬ 
ers  (Pastors,  music  directors,  directors  of  missions, 
i''3trumentalists,  worship  committee  members,  and 
other  interested  persons) 


LEADERS:  James  White,  consultant.  Church 
Administration  Department,  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board;  Fred  Kelly,  consultant. 
Church  Music  Department,  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board 


9:00  a.m. — 3:1 5  p.m. 

The  Priority  of  Worship 

Worship  and  Church  Growth 

Let's  All  Co  to  Church. .  .What. .  .Whyf. .  .Howl 

Planning  for  Dynamic  Worship  Services 

Planning  and  Conducting  the  Worship  Emphasis 

For  further  information  contact  Julius  Thompson  at 
968-3800,  ext  3908,  or  Graham  Smith  at  968-3800, 
ext  3876. 
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Agricultural  Missions 

The  leadership  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Agri-Mis¬ 
sions  Fellowship  is  heavily  burdened  with  the  prob¬ 
lem  of  hunger  in  many  developing  countries  in  the 
world.  Southern  Baptist  foreign  missionaries  face' 
these  problems  each  day  in  their  ministry. 

To  allow  Baptists  in  the  local  church  to  contribute 
directly  to  help  their  foreign  missionaries  meet  some 
of  the  most  critical  needs,  the  MANNA  project  list 
was  developed.  Individual  missionaries  in  the  vari¬ 
ous  countries  submit  their  requests  to  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board.  There  the  MANNA  (Ministering-Aid- 
To-Needy-Nations-Abroad)  list  is  prepared  and 
updated  quarterly.  Projects  are  divided  to  show  cost 
fier  unit,  per  time  period,  and  the  current  balance 
needed  for  underwriting.  Sponsors  may  pledge  to 
underwrite  single  units  or  whatever  portion  of  a  pro¬ 
ject  they  wish.  When  approved,  funding  for  each 
project  goes  directly  to  the  missionaries  and  is 
administered  by  them  with  no  overhead  costs.  Cur¬ 
rent  projects  vary  from  providing  individual  packages 
of  food  for  hungry  people  in  Eastern  Europ>e  to  con¬ 
structing  tubewells  for  safe  drinking  water  for  villages 
in  Bangladesh.  Cost  per  unit  vary  from  $1 .25  to  sev¬ 
eral  thousand  dollars.  The  total  cost  of  a  large  pro¬ 
ject  may  be  over  $1 00,000. 

When  a  project  is  assigned  to  a  sponsor,  the  sponsor 
is  furnished  the  name  and  address  of  the  missionary 
in  order  that  they  may  communicate  with  each  other. 

All  officers  and  area  coordinators  of  the  Agri-Mis¬ 
sions  Fellowship  have  a  current  copy  of  the  MANNA 
list  which  they  will  be  happy  to  share  with  any 
potential  sponsor.  Sfxjnsors  may  be  RA  or  CA 
groups,  Sunday  School  classes,  local  Brotherhoods  or 
WMU  groups,  or  individual  Baptists  in  the  local 
church.  Any  interested  potential  sponsor  is  urged  to 
contact  an  officer  or  area  coordinator  of  the  Fellow¬ 
ship  or  the  Brotherhood  Department  in  Jackson.  Iirj 


Experience  the 
Word...lmproved 
Sunday  School 
Literature  for  Adults 


October,  1991 ,  will  be  a  significant  time  of  improve¬ 
ment  for  Adult  Sunday  School  literature.  Some  of  the 
improvements  that  you  will  see  as  a  worker  with 
adults  will  be: 

•There  will  be  more  Bible  exposition  available  to 
help  teachers  design  each  lesson  to  suit  their  class' 
needs. 

•All  three  adult  curriculum  series  will  have  weekly 
lesson  leaflets  that  are  designed  to  have  an  evangelis¬ 
tic  appeal.  They  are  written  in  easy-to-understand 
language  with  special  appeal  to  unsaved  and 
unchurched  adults. 

•Each  Bible  study  lesson  will  have  additional  helps  to 
incorporate  Bible  truths  into  the  daily  lives  of  adults. 

•  Each  curriculum  series  will  have  two  teaching  plans 
from  which  to  choose.  Plan  one  will  be  using  basic 
methods  calling  for  few  resources,  and  is  student-cen¬ 
tered  with  strong  teacher  direction.  Plan  two  will  use 
a  broad  range  of  methods  calling  for  additional 
resources,  and  is  student-centered  with  stronger 
group  involvement.  All  adult  curriculum  will  be 
more  visually  appealing  to  adults. 

Two  significant  format  changes  in  the  adult  teacher's 
book  will  be: 

•The  adult  teacher's  book  will  be  8''x  11"  in  size.  , 
The  large  size  will  provide  for  the  additional  Bible 
exposition  and  the  additional  teaching  plans. 

•  All  helps  for  the  department  director  will  now  be 
found  in  the  teacher's  book.  Adult  Leadership  will  no 
longer  be  available.  Department  periods  and  weekly 
workers'  meeting  helps  will  be  found  in  the  teacher's 
book,  m 


I  want 
to  be 
in  that 
number 


Want  a  Growing  Sunday 
School? 

Start  Discipleship  Training 

A  comparison  of  churches  with  Discipleship  Train¬ 
ing  and  those  without  Discipleship  Training  reveals 
that  churches  with  discipleship  programs  excel  in 
three  major  areas:  Sunday  School  enrollment,  bap¬ 
tisms,  and  Cooperative  Program  giving.  This  holds 
true  in  every  size  category.  Discipleship  Training 
indeed  makes  a  difference! 


Summertime  means  going 
to  camp  .  .  . 

.  .especially  for 'Girls  in  Action  and  Acteens! 
Woman'^  Missionary  Union  offers  eight  full  weeks 
and  one  mini-camp  for  GAs  at  Camp  Garaywa, 
Clinton,  and  one  week  for  GAs  and  one  week  for 
Acteens  at  Central  Hills  Retreat,  Kosciusko.  Cost  for 
a  full  week  at  Garaywa  is  $65  and  $35  for  the  mini¬ 
camp;  cost  for  a  week  at  Central  Hills  is  $86.  Girls 
must  have  completed  third  grade  to  attend  camp  at 
Garaywa;  GAs  must  have  completed  fifth  or  sixth 
grade  to  attend  Central  Hills.  The  Acteens  camp  is 
for  girls  in  grades  seven  through  twelve. 

To  be  sure  that  GAs  and  Acteens  have  an  opportunity 
for  summer  camp,  they  should  register  soon.  For  regis¬ 
tration  forms  and  information,  call  the  WMU  office.  ni 


Resident  Churches  w/o  Churches  with 

Members  DT  DT 

Percent  of  Resident  Members  Enrolled  in  Sunday  School 
Under  100  75.6  92.0 

100-199  60.6  73.2 

200-299  57.2  ^  69.9 

300-399  56.0  72.1 

500-749  61 .0  77.6 

750-999  68.1  82.3 

100-1999  70.8  88.3 

2000-up  66.1  89.5 

Average  62.8  79.3 


Train  to  DiscipleALL 


•  ■■ 

< 

■K  ^ 

.  •i 

Vacation  Bible  School 

Vacation  Bible  School  provides  an  opportunity  to 
share  information  about  the  Cooperative  Program 
with  future  church  and  denominational  leaders.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  next  few  months,  over  3  million  pupils  will  be 
enrolled  in  more  than  30,000  Southern  Baptist  church 
and  mission  schools. 

During  a  ten-day  school,  eight  missionary  character 
stories  produced  by  the  combined  efforts  of  the  Home 
and  Foreign  Mission  Boards  and  the  Stewardship 
Commission  will  be  shared.  The  purposes  of  these 
stories  are;  mission  awareness — to  give  boys  and  girls 
an  insight  into  the  variety  of  Southern  Baptist  mission 
work;  mission  involvement — to  challenge  our  youth 
with  opportunities  for  church-related  vocations  to 
which  God  may  be  calling  them;  mission  educa¬ 
tion — to  teach  a  generation  of  Southern  Baptists  the 
values  of  the  Cooperative  Program  in  supporting  a 
worldwide  program  of  missions;  and  mission  sup¬ 
port — to  encourage  boys  and  girls  to  pray  for  our  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  to  financially  support  their  work 
through  the  Cooperative  Program. 

Each  day,  VBS  participants  have  the  privilege  of  giv¬ 
ing  a  mission  offering.  In  1 990,  $1 ,653,839  was 
given  to  missions  through  the  VBS.  Over  the  past 
several  years  the  percentage  of  the  mission  offering 
shared  through  the  Cooperative  Program  has  been 
increasing. 

Urge  your  church  to  give  its  mission  offering  in  1991 
through  the  Cooperative  Program,  m 

(copied  from  Spice,  newsletter  of  the  Stewardship 
Commission.) 


Three  Sunday  School  Revivals 

•  •  •  were  conducted  in  Mississippi  and  by  Missis- 
sippians  in  Wyoming  during  the  month  of  April. 


April  20-28  Lawrence  Baptist  Association  had  four 
churches  to  participate  in  a  Week-long  Sunday 
School  Revival.  Twenty  outside  guest  leadership 
team  members  traveled  to  Monticello  to  lead  this 
event.  The  statistical  information  was  not  available  at 
the  time  of  this  writing.  However,  comments  from 
one  Outside  Guest  Leadership  team  member  seems 
to  be  typical  of  this  event;  *1  had  from  20  to  25  adults 
in  every  session)  beginning  on  Saturday  evening.  I 
also  had  21  who  did  not  miss  a  single  session".  Dean 
Timbes. 

On  April  19,  31  people  departed  Mississippi  for 
Casper,  Wyoming.  The  purpose  was  to  work  with 
seven  churches  in  the  Old  Faithful  Baptist  Associa¬ 
tion.  The  Sunday  School  enrollment  for  the  eight 
churches  was  1 ,  774  at  the  beginning  of  the  eight  day 
event,  with  an  average  attendance  of  111  per  church. 
During  the  week  1 48  people  participated  in  a  People 
Search.  A  total  of  prospects  were  discovered  and  47 
were  enrolled  in  Sunday  School.  There  was  an  aver¬ 
age  attendance  of  1 22  at  each  of  the  five  study  ses¬ 
sions.  During  the  week  1 5  new  Sunday  School  units 
were  created  and  39  new  workers  enlisted. 

On  April  26-28  a  Weekend  Sunday  School  Revival 
was  conducted  in  the  Monroe  Baptist  Association. 

Six  churches  and  24  Outside  Guest  Leadership  team 
members  participated  in  the  event.  The  total  Sunday 
School  enrollment  for  these  six  churches  was  1 ,31 6. 
During  the  People  Search  1 72  people  discovered  71 4 
prosfiects  .  The  average  attendance  for  each  of  the 
five  teaching  sessions  was  269.  Some  of  the  com¬ 
ments  by  pastors  of  these  churches,  following  the 
event,  "Excellent!;""The  People  responded;"  "New 
Enthusiasm  for  Sunday  School."  mj 


Acteens  Leaders 
Have  Opportunity  to 
"Get-Away" 


Acteens  leaders,  do  you  long  for  a  chance  to  "get-away"?  We've  got  just  the  thing  for  you!  June  7-8,  at  Camp 
Garaywa,  Clinton,  there  will  be  an  Acteens  Leaders  Weekender.  The  program  is  planned  with  Acteens  leaders 
mind — Bible  study,  prayer  times,  a  Studiact  workshop,  and  lots  of  fun  and  fellowship  with  other  leaders  from 
across  the  state. 


Theme  for  the  Weekender  is  FOCUSED.  Special  guests  include  Marti  Solomon,  National  Acteens  Consultant 
from  Woman's  Missionary  Union,  SBC,  and  Helen  Price,  Mental  Health  Consultant  from  McComb. 

Cost  for  the  Weekender  is  $21  per  person.  Participants  need  to  bring  sheets,  towels,  washcloth,  pillowcase, 
Bible,  new  Studiact  materials,  comfortable  clothes  and  shoes,  and  bathing  suit  (the  pool  will  be  available  for 
those  who  want  to  swim.) 

Prospective  leaders  and  other  women  interested  in  youth  are  also  invited  to  attend  the  Weekender, 
lb  register,  fiM  out  the  form  below  and  mail  with  check  to;  WMU,  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205. 

ACTEENS  LEADER  WEEKENDER 

Name  _ _ Phone  (work) _ Phone  (home) _ 


Mississippi  Baptist 
Bible  Drills 


Address 


.Association 


Church 


□  I  am  an  Acteens  Leader  □  Director  □  Interested  in  youth 

Registration  deadline:  fune  4  (no  refund  after  this  date) 


Central  Hills  (coat,  from  p.  1) 

The  Camp  Fee  of  $22.50  (Payable  with  registration 
form)  for  Lad/Dad  weekend  Camp  sessions  provides 
for  lodging  and  meals  and  "first  call"  insurance.  Each 
Dad  and  Lad  will  complete  an  individual  registration 
form.  Dads  will  need  to  be  prepared  with  money  for 
the  Snack/Souvenir  Shop. 

The  early  weeks  of  the  summer  provide  the  advantage 
of  good  climate.  Churches  can  work  together  by 
car/van/bus  pooling  to  provide  transportation  for  the 
campers.  Associations  can  help  by  promoting  atten¬ 
dance  for  a  given  week  where  transportation  can  be 
planned  for  several  churches. 

Several  Volunteer  Counselors  are  needed  for  each  Res¬ 
ident  Camp  session.  A  volunteer  can  enlist  a  group  of 
boys  from  his  church  or  community  and  help  with 
transportation  for  that  group.  (Preferably  the  volunteer 
would  work  with  a  group  of  boys  other  than  his  own.) 

Registration  forms  are  available  from: 

•  Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat  •  P.  0.  Box723  • 
Kosciusko,  MS  39090-0723  •  601/289-9730 

•  Your  Church  Office 

•  Your  Association  Office 

•  Brotherhood  Department  •  Mississippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Board  •  P.  0.  Box  530;  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530  •  601/968-3800  m 


BIBLE/PREACHING/ADMINISTRATION 

CONfERENCE 

Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly 
July  25-27,  1991 


A  conference  for  ministers,  ministers'  wives,  church/associational  secretaries,  church  weekday  education 
workers,  deacons,  church  missions  development  workers,  church  media  library  workers,  stewardship  leaders, 
all  children  of  these  from  infants  to  youths 


HIGHLIGHTS: 

Bible  leader — Billy  Warren,  New  Orleans  Theological  Seminary 
Worship  leader  ■ — Dennis  Johnsey,  pastor,  Florida  Blvd.  Baptist  Church,  Baton  Rouge 
Inspirational  speaker  — Martin  Thielen,  consultant.  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board 
Music — Gary  Anglin  and  Betty  Turner,  First  Baptist  Church,  Pascagoula 


REGISTRATION: 

Make  room  reservations  with  Frank  Simmons  at  Gulfshore. 

Advise  Church  Administration-Pastoral  Ministries  of  the  conference  you  plan  to  attend  so  that  adequate 
preparation  can  be  made. 


For  further  information:  Contact  Julius  Thompson,  968-3800  extension  3908 


Staff  Leadership  with.  . . 

•Billy  Warren  -  "Seeing  . . .  through  God's  Eyes" 
•Martin  Thielen  -  "Preaching  and  Wprship" 
•Dennis  Johnsey  -  "The  Pastor  as  Leader" 
Ministers'  Wives  with  . .  . 

•'Wilda  Fancher  r  "The  Nitty  Gritty  ..." 
Secretaries  with. .  . 

•linda  Jenkins  -  "The  Church  Secretary  ~A  Note¬ 
worthy  Ministry" 

Deacons  with. . . 

•Matt  Buckles  and  David  Michel  -  "The  Deacon 
and  Pastoral  Ministry  . .  .Stewardship  . .  .Caring" 
Stewardship  Leaders  with 
•David  Michel  -  "The  ABC's  of  Church  Budgeting 
and  Promotion" 


Church  Missions  Development  with. . . 

•  Ray  Grissett,  Neron  Smith,  Richard  Brogan,  and 
Jim  Booth 

Church  Media  Library  Workers  with. . . 

•Anne  Long  -  "Administering  the  Church  Media 
Library" 

•Jack  Lewis  -  "Developing  Church  Media  Skills" 
Church  Weekday  Education  Workers. . . 
•coordinated  by  David  Morrow 
Youth  with. . . 

•Lewis  Harrell  -  "Christian  FourKJations" 


Bivocational  Ministers/ 
Ministers^  Wives  Meetings 


MAY  24  FOR  AREA  1 

Highland  Baptist  Church,  Senatobia 
6:30  -  8:50  p.m.  Complimentary  meal  served 
by  the  church  at  6:30. 
Conference  time  -  7:1 5  -  8:50 


JUNE  1  FOR  AREA  4 

Traceway  Restaurant,  Mathiston 
9:00  - 11 :00  a.m.  Complimentary  breakfast  at 
9:00  a.m. 

Conference  time  -  9:30  -  1 1 :00 


Building  Grant  Helps 
Meet  Church's  Need 

Avery  Jones  (right),  state  convention  board 
member  from  Clay  County  Baptist  Association, 
is  shown  presenting  a  building  grant  check  to 
Ben  McDaniel  (center),  pastor  of  Faith  Baptist 
Church,  West  Point,  as  J.  C.  Mitchell  (left), 
director  of  missions,  looks  on.  The  check  in  the 
amount  of  $1500  is  provided  through  the  Pas¬ 
toral  and  Church  Building  Aid  Committee  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  from 
funds  received  through  the  Margaret  Lackey 
State  Mission  Offering.  Faith  Church  was  orga¬ 
nized  May  1,  1 988.  After  first  using  a  mobile 
chapel  loaned  from  the  State  Convention  Board 
the  church  entered  its  new  building  on  March 
24,  1991. 


JUNE  14  FOR  AREA  6 

Scott  Association  Center,  Forest 
6:30  -  8:45  p.m.  Complimentary  meal  served  at 
630 

Conference  time  -  7:1 5  -  8:45 


JUNE  21  FOR  AREA  8  IN  SUMRALL 

6:30  -  7:1 5  Complimentary  meal  at 

Lau-Tori  Restaurant 

7:1 5-7:30  Transition  to  First  Baptist 

Church,  Sumrall 
7:30-9:00  Conference  time 


For  more  information,  contact  Matt  Buckles  in  Church 
Administration-Pastoral  Ministries  Dept.,  MBCB,  968- 
3800,  extension  3907. 


Thursday.  May  1«.  IWl 
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Faces  and  places 

by  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


‘‘Hosting  students  is  my  way  of  foreign  missions^^ 


“I  need  six  families  by  mid-August 
to  host  young  people,  ages  16  and  17,  for 
the  next  school  year,”  said  Murray 
Cain,  coordinator  for  central 
Mississippi,  American  Institute  for 
Foreign  Study,  and  a  deacon  at  First 
Church,  Durant. 

He  came  into  my  office  last  week 
with  a  young  fellow  from  Berlin,  Ger¬ 
many,  Anatol  Be^endahl,  who  was 
wearing  a  Mississippi  T-shirt  under  an 
unbuttoned  sport  shirt. 

‘The  students  to  arrive  in  August 
will  be  from  Brazil,  Spain,  and  Ger¬ 
many,”  Cain  added.  “We  have  a  re¬ 
quest  from  Japan,  too,  for  a  host 
home.  The  boy’s  father  is  a  judge.” 

For  me,  one  of  life’s  richest  ex¬ 
periences  has  been  visiting  nationals 
in  other  countries,  and  having  them 
visit  us.  One  student  from  Brazil 
stayed  with  us  weekends  when  she 
studied  in  Hattiesburg;  since  then, 
both  her  father  and  her  sister  have 
visited  us.  Letters  and  gifts  back  and 
forth  have  sharpened  our  interest  in 
everything  related  to  their  country. 

Murray  Cain  and  his  wife  have 
hosted  40  students  from  12  countries, 
over  12  years.  For  four  years,  they 
have  kept  students  full-time.  Besides 
American  Institute  for  Foreign  Study, 
he  also  helps  coordinators  of  other 
organizations  fill  their  quotas  of  host 
homes. 

‘This  is  my  way  of  participating  in 
foreign  missions,”  he  was  quick  to 
point  out.  “My  wife  is  a  nurse  at 
Methodist  Hospital  in  Lexington.  In 
February  we  had  fun  visiting  eight 


Murray  Cain  and  Anatol 
Bergendahl. 


homes  of  our  former  students,  in 
Spain.” 

‘The  world  is  growing  smaller,”  he 
said.  “We  in  the  United  States  are  get¬ 
ting  behind.  We  only  send  one  student 
over  there  for  every  100  who  come 
here  to  study.  This  program  promotes 
understanding  between  countries,  and 
it  helps  students  who  come  here  learn 
to  speak  better  English.” 

Anatol,  the  Berliner,  said  bespeaks 
three  languages,  German,  French, 
and  English.  He  is  visiting  the  Cains. 


I  was  embarrassed  to  tell  him  I  speak 
only  English. 

.Anyone  who  wants  more  informa¬ 
tion  about  this  program,  or  who  wants 
to  host  a  student  may  call  Murray 
Cain  at  (601)  653-3331  (Durant)  or  call 
Robin,  coordinator  for  American  In¬ 
stitute  for  Foreign  Study,  at 
1-800-322-HOST. 

Cain  has  time  for  this  work  because 
he  is  on  disability.  Three  years  ago,  he 
was  scheduled  for  bypass  surgery  at 
St.  Dominic’s  Hospital,  Jackson,  when 
doctors  there  told  him  a  bypass  would 
be  no  good;  he  needed  a  transplant^ 

“I’ll  share  my  testimony  any-, 
where,”  he  said  last  week,  “about  the 
value  of  this  student  program,  and 
about  what  the  Lord  has  done  for  me.” 

As  he  prepared  for  the  transplant, 
he  got  word  from  all  over  the  state 
that  people  were  praying  for  him.  A 
surprise  was  in  store.  The  heart 
transplant  specialist  at  the  Methodist 
hospital  in  Memphis,  asked,  “You 
believe  in  miracles?”  and  added, 
“Your  heart  doesn’t  look  like  the  same 
heart  you  had  in  Jackson.  I  know  no 
explanation  other  than  the  power  of 
prayer.”  Instead  of  a  transplant,  he  got 
five  bypasses.  However,  doctors  said 
he  might  need  the  transplant  by  the 
end  of  five  years. 

“Local  people  in  Durant,  and  fami¬ 
ly  and  friends  helped  to  raise  money,” 
he  said.  “Our  every  neAl  has  been 
met.” 

Now,  because  he  has  received,  he 
continues  giving,  with  input  into  lives 
of  young  people  from  other  lands. 


“The  parent  of  all  virtues’^ 

By  Gary  Bagley 


One  stormy  autumn  night  in  1860 
a  side-wheel  steamboat.  The  Lady 
Elgin,  collided  with  a  lumber 
schooner,  broke 
up,  and  sank  in 
Lake  Michigan 
a  mile  offshore 
from  the  village 
of  Winnetha, 
Ill.  Of  the  393 
aboard,  279 
drowned.  A- 
mong  the  he¬ 
roes  ^  that  trag¬ 
edy  was  Ed¬ 
ward  Spencer,  a 
student  at  Northwestern  Universi¬ 
ty.  A  strong  swimmer,  he  plunged 
into  the  lake  and  swam  out  to  peo¬ 
ple  still  afloat,  towing  them  to  safe¬ 
ty  one  after  another.  Having  made 
17  round-trips,  Spencer  b^ame 
delirious  from  the  strain.  Spencer 
asked  again  and  again,  “Did  I  do 
my  best?”  He  was  rendered  an  in¬ 
valid  and  confined  to  a  wheelchair 
throughout  life. 

On  one  of  his  birthdays  years 
later,  someone  asked  Edward 
Spencer  about  his  most  vivid 
memory  of  that  heroic  day  in  his 
life.  His  reply,  a  Chicago 


newspaper  reported,  was  the  fact 
that  not  one  of  the  17  returned  to 
thank  him. 

The  failure  to  express  thanks 
was  one  of  the  burdens  on  the  heart 
of  Christ  when  on  earth.  When  the 
ten  lepers  were  cleansed,  only  one 
returned  to  thank  him.  Disap¬ 
pointed,  Jesus  asked,  “Were  not  all 
ten  made  clean?  The  other  nine, 
where  are  they?”  (Luke  17:27 
REB). 

Why  can’t  we  learn  to  speak 
those  simple,  gladdening  words  — 
“thank  you?”  Being  grateful  not 
only  delivers  an  individual  from 
the  fate  of  a  marble-hearted  fiend, 
it  also  adds  much  to  his  inner 
peace  and  to  the  happiness  of  the 
world.  Many  dreary  moments 
have  been  brightened  by  a 
courteous,  thoughtful  ‘thank  you.” 
Renewal  comes  to  downcast  spirits 
through  this  energizing  phrase  of 
appreciation. 

Cicero  was  right:  “A  thankful 
heart  is  not  only  the  greatest  vir¬ 
tue;  it  is  the  parent  of  all  other  vir¬ 
tues.” 

Bagley  is  pastor.  First  Church, 
Meridian. 


Bagley 


BEDESRWGH  DIES  OF  CASCER:  GREENVILLE,  S.C.  (BP)  —  Charles 
Bedenbaugh,  recently  retired  Southern  Baptist  missionary  to  Tanzania,  died 
of  cancer  May  4  at  his  home  in  Greenville,  S.  C.  He  was  62.  In  Tanzania,  Beden¬ 
baugh  was  a  church  development  adviser  in  the  Tanga  area,  a  port  city  on 
the  Indian  Ocean.  He  and  his  wife,  the  former  Betty  Marshall  of  Mt.  Vernon, 
Hi,  were  appointed  in  1959.  They  began  their’ missionary  careers  working 
with  Muslims,  Hindus,  Sikhs,  and  Buddhists  in  the  Tanzanian  capital,  Dar 
es  Salaam.  At  times  they  had  nearly  80  people  in  their  home  for  Sunday  School. 
Besides  his  wife,  Bedenbaugh  is  survived  by  three  grown  sons. 


Fifteenth  Avenue, 
Meridian,  will 
celebrate  100  years 


Fifteenth  Avenue  Church  of  Meri¬ 
dian  will  be  celebrating  its  100th  an¬ 
niversary  on  May  25-26.  The  theme  for 
the  centennial  is  “Committed  to  the 
Future  —  Celebrating  the  Past.” 

Fifteenth  Avenue  Church  was 
organized  in  January  1891  by  William 
Joshua  David  and  other  members  of 
First  C!hurch,  Meridian,  who  felt  the 
need  for  a  Baptist  church  on  the  east 
end  of  towQ,  David,  the  first  pastor  of 
Fifteenth  Avenue,  was  former  mis¬ 
sionary  to  Nigeria  from  1874-89.  While 
there,  he  founded  the  First  Baptist 
(Tiurch  of  Lagos,  Nigeria. 

The  centennial  celebration  will  in¬ 
volve  the  following  activities;  Satur¬ 
day,  May  25,  7  p.m.,  fellowship  with 
former  staff;  Sunday,  May  26,  9:30 
a.m.,  Sunday  School  with  guest 
speakers  (former  staff);  10:45  a.m., 
special  worship  service,  guest 
speaker.  Bob  Simmons,  former 
pastor;  12:30  p.m.,  dinner  on  the 
grounds. 

Other  highlights  of  the  event  will  be 
“memorabilia”  displays  spotlighting 
some  of  the  19  former  pastors,  wed¬ 
dings  held  in  the  church,  etc. 

Former  members  and  friends  are 
invited.  Tb  make  a  reservation  write 
1318  15th  Avenue,  Meridian,  MS  39301, 
or  call  485-4114,  the  church  office. 

James  Lewis  is  the  present  pastor. 


Not  only  are  we  living  longer;  but 
it  seems  we’re  getting  stronger.  Each 
year,  we  lift  with  greater  ease,  ten 
dollars  worth  of  groceries.  —  The 
Hailey  (Idaho)  Times 


Celebrate  chaplains! 

Editor: 

The  following  persons  serve  as  en¬ 
dorsed  Southern  Baptist  Chaplains  in 
Mississippi.  Celebrate  with  ttem  and 
the  SouUiem  Baptist  Convention  50 
years  of  serving  Christ  by  providing 
His  presence  at  military  installations, 
hospitals,  police  stations,  fire  -iepart- 
ments,  nursing  homes,  and  industrial 
sites. 

They  are;  Leon  Adams,  Meridian; 
'Ihnya  Anderson,  Columbus;  Ray  Bell, 
Columbia;  Drew’  Blanton,  Laurel; 
John  Bond,  Columbus;  Alan  Bragdon, 
^Keesler  AFB; 

Edward  Campbell,  Magnolia;  Bob¬ 
by  Cook,  Coffeeville;  Jackie  (Tooke, 
Ruleville;  Stanley  Cruse,  Gulfport; 
John  Dent,  Newton;  Thomas  Dickson, 
French  Camp;  Edward  Dowdy, 
Gulfport;  R.  J.  FoUis,  Meridian; 

Jimmie  Garrard,  Petal;  Grover 
Glenn,  Poplarville;  Graham  Hales, 
Hattiesburg;  Troy  Harrison, 
Tiplersville;  Lavon  Hatten,  Winona; 
Elaine  Henderson,  Keesler  AFB; 
John  Hilburn,  So^;  Ed  Holmes, 
Biloxi; 

Michael  Hunt,  Vicksburg;  Thomas 
Hunt,  Clinton;  Wilbur  Irwin,  Jackson; 
Robert  Jones,  Jackson;  Harold  Jor¬ 
dan,  Vicksburg;  Thomas  Kilpatrick, 
Mendenhall;  Edgar  McDaniel, 
Ridgeland;  Clark  McMurray, 
Pascagoula ; 

David  Millican,  McComb;  Homer 
Nail,  Whitfield;  Don  Nerren, 
Jackson;  Glen  Newton,  Hernando; 
Danny  Owens,  Tbpelo;  Michael  Perry, 
Leakesville;  James  Phillips, 


Greenwood; 

Hugh  Poole,  Meridian;  Joseph 
Ratcliff,  Collins;  Frank  Reuter,  Long 
Beach;  Randall  Rich,  Vicksburg; 
Danny  Rupert,  Tupelo;  Glen  Schill¬ 
ing,  Mendenhall;  Gordon  Sham- 
burger,  Jackson;  Jimmy  Smith, 
Kosciusko; 

Bryon  Spain,  Biloxi;  George 
Stevens,  Tupelo;  Joe  Stovall,  Jackson; 
James  Street,  Ginton;  Hoyt  Swann, 
Meridian;  Eclward  Thompson,  Net- 
tleton;  Leon  Timms,  Gunnison;  D.  R. 
Walton,  Columbus; 

Wiljiam  Webb,  Meridian;  Steven 
West,  Forest;  Howard  Whittington, 
Meridian;  Timothy  Williams,  Colum¬ 
bus;  Paul  Williamson,  Kosciusko; 
Melvin  Wilson,  Jackson;  Gregory 
Winningham,  Laurel;  and  Gerald 
Worzella,  Gautier. 

Richard  Brogan 
Cooperative  Missions  Dept. 
MBCB 

Seeking  new  students 

at  naval  academy 

Editor  and  Baptists  of  Mississippi : 

Heritage  Church  is  located  in  An¬ 
napolis,  Maryland  near  the  United 
States  Naval  Academy.  We  carry  on 
an  active  ministry  with  midshipmen. 
If  you  know  a  young  man  or  woman 
who  will  be  beginning  their  tour  at  the 
academy  this  summer,  please  contact 
me: 

C.  Phillip  Bush,  Pastor 
Heritage  Baptist  C3iurch 
1740  Forest  Drive 
Annapolis,  MD  21401 
301-263-6680 


Realize  responsibilities 

Editor: 

1  was  very  pleased  to  see  the  arti¬ 
cle  “Congress  addresses  pro-life 
issues”  in  last  week’s  edition  of  the 
Baptist  Record.  It  is  very  important 
that  we  as  Christians  begin  to  realize 
our  responsibilities  in  our  govern¬ 
ment.  We  cannot  “let  our  voices  be 
heard”  through  unless  someone  in¬ 
forms  us  as  to  what  is  going  on.  I  lode 
forward  to  more  articles  such  as  this, 
as  well  as  articles  instructing  our  peo¬ 
ple  that  it  is  our  Christian  duty  to 
become  involved  citizens  of  our 
government. 

Sue  Anderson 

'Tupelo 


Tribute  to  Dewey  Mercer 

Editor: 

INvo  years  ago  I  had  the  privilege  of 
participating  in  our  Partnership 
JafKin  mission  project.  Virgil  King  III 
and  I  worked  in  the  city  of  Matsue 
with  a  wonderful  missionary  couple 
by  the  name  of  Dewey  and  Ramona 
Mercer.  I  recently  learned  that  Dewej’ 
suffered  a  heart  attack  on  April  17  and 
has  gone  home  to  be  with  our  Lord. 

It  would  be  a  shame  if  his  passing 
went  unnoted,  even  thKXjgh  I  know  that 
it  did  not  get  by  the  watchful  eye  of  He 
who  sees  every  sparrow  fall. 

Dewey  had  served  for  36  years  in  a 
very  difficult  and  seemingly  unre- 
waMing  situation.  He  and  Ramona 
were  met  by  a  dilapidated  building 
and  no  membership  when  they  arriv¬ 


ed  in  the  city  of  Matsue.  With  their 
hands  they  scrubbed  and  labored  to 
restore  the  building  as  they  sought  to 
form  a  congregation.  God  blessed 
them  and  their  faith  mightily  and 
there  is  a  good,  sound  church  there 
that  would  not  exist  except  for  their 
willingness  to  be  used  of  our  Lord. 

Dewey  was  so  looking  forward  to 
coming  home,  returning  to  the  states 
and  visiting  around.  We  had  already 
scheduled  him  to  be  with  us  here  at 
First  Baptist  Church,  Lexington.  1 
know  the  great  people  of  Mississippi 
will  join  me  in  praying  for  Ramona 
and  their  children.  Dale  and  Darlene 
Please  pray  for  the  people  of  Matsue 
as  they  seek  to  fill  the  void  left  by  his 
passing.  God’s  faithful  servant  has 
gone  home. 

Michael  O’Brien,  pastor 

First  Church,  Lexington 


Out  of  line 

Editor: 

Joe  'Trull  is  out  of  line  with  Scrip 
ture  when  he  promotes  female 
seminary  professors. 

In  a  real  sense  seminary  professors 
hold  a  greater  and  higher  position  of 
leadership  than  a  pastor  becaase  pro¬ 
fessors  teach  pastors  in  an 
authoritative  role. 

Moreover,  the  Scripture  tells  us  that 
pastors  must  be  men  (1  Tim.  3:1-2) 
Also,  women  are  not  permitted  to 
assume  an  authoritative  Bible 
teaching  role  over  men  (1  Tim  2:12). 
Bill  Kent  Jr,  pastor 
New  Hope  Church,  Leakesville 
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Mumbower  appointed  Calvary  will  Celebrate  90th  year 

to  task  force 

Calvary  Church,  Jackson,  will  Thailand,  and  Hong  Kong,  teve  been 
NASHVILX£  (BP)  —  Southern  celebrate  the  ninetieth  anniversary  of  sponsored  by  the  church  since  1947. 
Baptist  Convention  President  Morris  the  church,  June  2-9.  The  church  Presently,  it  sponsors  the  Charles 
(Thapman  has  appointed  a  seven-  began  in  1901  and  has  had  eight  Rays  in  Korea.  Linda  Smith  of  the 
member  family  ministry  task  fmw  to  pastors.  Beginning  with  80  members,  Calvary  congregation  was  commis- 
identify  ways  churches  can  minister  the  congregation  grew  to  over  4,200  sioned  recently  to  serve  in  Hong  Kong, 
to  the  needs  of  families  in  trouble  members. 

“I  have  a  growing  burden  for  thfe  la  missions  and  Cooperative  Pro-  Former  pastors  Joe  Tuten  and 


deterioration  of  the  family  in 
America,”  said  Chapman,  pastor  of 
First  Church  of  Wichita  Falls,  Texas. 
‘This  task  force  can  help  bring 
greater  attention  to  the  ne<^  of  aU 
Southern  Baptists  to  minister  effec¬ 
tively  to  dysfunctional  families  and 
its  new  building  on  Highway  15,  south  of  Decatur.  The  project  was  launched  officially  struggling  singles.” 
in  November  1989,  with  the  purchase  of  a  building  site  from  Jack  McMullan.  Con-  The  purpose  of  the  task  force  is  to 
struction  began  in  late  May  199G.  Most  of  the  labor,  on-site  preparation,  and  con-  explore  ways  to  reverse  the  trends  of 
struction  was  donated  by  volunteers  within  Newton  County  Association  churches,  dysfunctional  families.  Chapman 


Newton  County  plans  open  house 


Celebrating  80  Years  of  Your  Family's  Trust 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  MEDICAL  CENTER 


Homecomings 


cordially  invites  you  to  meet 

Carroll  Brinson 
author  of 

A  Tradition  of  Caring:  MBMC's  First  80  Years 


Thursday,  May  16, 1991  4:00  p.m.-6:00  p.m 

Medical  Center  Lobby 


■  ^oiu  We  've  Used  God's  *Hsscnirces 

Jim  Edwards,  President  -  May  16, 1991 

"Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  servant,  thou  student  marketing,  even  with  cuts  in  scholarships,  1990-91  REAFFIRMATION  AND  RESTRUCTURING 
hast  been  faithful  over  a  few  things;  I  will  make  significantly  increased  enrollment.  Moderate  capital  As  the  College  continued  its  reaffirmation  with  the 
thee  ruler  over  many  things;  enter  thou  Into  the  improvements,  increased  maintenance  and  library  MBC  and  other  supporters,  increased  student  tuition 
Joy  of  the  Lord.”  Matthew  25:21  and  faculty  support  began  paying  dividends.  New  revenues,  administrative  restructuring,  deficit 


i 


Last  week's  letter  focused  on  the  talents  parable 
and  how  God  has  provided  some  major  resources  to 
us,  especially  gifts  and  student  fees.  This  week  the 
accompanying  chart  shows  how  we  have  spent 
resources  on  strategies  to  improve  our  College. 

1988-89  INCREASING  INSOLVENCY 

A  sage  once  said,  T)egin  at  the  beginning.”  I'll 
begin  in  1988-89  when  it  was  dear  the  College  had 
expended  its'  resources  to  near  insolvency.  The  chart 
shows  13%  ($950,000)  of  $7.3  million  was  spent 
servicing  debt  incurred  over  many  years.  Capital 
replacements  were  negligible- 1 .8  cents  of  each  dollar 
spent-and  maintenance  outlays  for  student  housing, 
the  cafeteria,  and  academic  areas  continued  a  long 
pattern  of  decline.  Student  support  outlays  -especially 
marketing  and  admissions  were  well  below  average 
(17%).  The  same  was  true  for  faculty  and  library 
support  (34.6%).  As  people  lost  sight  of  years  of 
progress,  these  problems  were  accentuated  in 
early  1989  by  several  factors-lower  gift  support, 
personnel  cuts,  mounting  unpaid  bills,  and  enrollment 
uncertainties.  The  College  was  on  the  brink  of 
insolvency. 

1989-90  REFINANCING  AND  TRANSITION 

The  MBC  Education  Commission  and  the  10-year 
SACS  reports  became  catalysts  for  positive  changes. 
Trustees,  alumni,  faculty  and  staff,  students,  and  a 
Denominational  Advisory  Council  began  to  focus 
severely  limited  resources  in  the  same  direction. 
Debt  service  increased  to  15.2%  ($1,200,000) 
because  the  MBC  supported  bank  refinancing 
brought  greatly  needed  short-term  stability  and  higher 
principal  and  interest  payments.  More  investment  in 


administrative  appointments  continued  the  progress 
toward  full  SACS  accreditation. 
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reductions,  better  auxiliaries,  some  improved  giving, 
and  a  5-year  strategic  plan  provided  the  margin  for 
SACS'  reaffirmed  accreditation  in  December  1990. 

However,  success  always  has  a  price. 
Accreditation-related  instructional,  library,  and  other 
support  for  a  larger  student  body  must  continue. 
Debt  service  continues  to  Increase  and  now  totals 
$1,300,000,  more  than  the  entire  MBC  annual 
allocations  to  the  College.  With  1991-92 
expenditure  totals  being  essentially  frozen,  the  result 
is  capital,  maintenance,  and  some  personnel  costs 
are  again  being  reduced.  For  now,  there  are  few 
other  choices.  The  current  availability  of  lower 
interest  rates  makes  another  debt  restructuring  a 
prudent  choice. 

1991  -92  MOVING  TOWARD  HEALTH 

We  will  move  toward  improved  financial  health  in 
1992.  Today,  we  are  much  healthier  than  two  years 
ago,  but  we  are  not  yet  strong  financially.  Why?  The 
total  debt  of  the  College  has  Just  this  year  been 
reduced  to  less  than  the  total  annual  revenues- 
approximately  $8  million! 

"Well  done”  is  both  a  relative  and  absolute 
statement.  It  depends  on  the  context  arxf  (x>nstraints 
on  expected  results.  Given  the  extremely  limited 
resources  available  over  a  long  period  of  years,  the 
growth  and  development  of  the  College  has  been  very 
significant.  Given  the  very  heavy  debt  structure 
that  is  part  of  that  growth  l^acy,  future  health  will 
depend  greatly  on  the  answer  to  last  week's 
question- "Students  or  Gifts?"  The  answer  Is 
obviously  a  lot  of  both!  We  will  focus  faithfully  on 
improving  these  two  things  and  trust  God  to  give  us 
greater  things  for  His  service. 

P.S.  Next  WMk  -  A  Better  Debt  Strategy 


Morris 

Chapman 


Eddie 

Martin 


John 

Sullivan 


Wolfe 


Just  for  the  Record 


BAPTIST  RECORD  PAGE  » 


Thursday,  May  K.  19»1 


Grace  Church,  Laurel,  held  a  note  Ouming  during  morning 
worship  service,  Dec.  23,  1990.  The  note  represented  a  total 
debt  of  $130000  for  the  church  building.  Shown  are,  left  to  right, 
Melvin  Scruggs,  deacon;  Mac  Parker,  pastor;  E.  W.  Williams, 
deacon;  Lynard  Henderson,  trustee;  and  L.  D.  Gatlin,  deacon. 
The  church  is  now  concentrating  on  a  furtd  for  a  new  educa¬ 
tional/fellowship  hall.  The  church  would  like  to  acknowledge 
the  passing  of  its  oldest  member,  Irma  Cornett,  on  March  28. 


A  Great  Show  On  Rails 

Ticket  information,  dining  reservations: 

(501)  253-9623 

CSdrUA  Railway  *  Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas 
AfTER  THE  PASSIOH  PLAY,  STAY  AMOTHER  DAY  FOR  ESafHA. 


Mt.  Pisgah  Church,  Sandhill,  will  Ridgeway  Church,  Vicksburg,  was 
celebrate  its  160th  anniversary  on  the  scene  of  a  presentation  called 
May  19  at  11  a.m.  A  covered  dish  meal  “Christ  In  The  Passover”  on  Afuil  7. 
will  be  served  in  fellowship  hall  at  Jerome  A.  Kaplowitz,  a  Jewish 
noon.  Services  will  be  held  at  6:45  believer  in  Jesus,  demonstrated  to 
p.m.  Former  pastors  will  be  on  pro-  members  during  the  evening  service 
gram.  John  FTice  is  pastor.  the  Old  Testament  roots  of  the  modem 

™  ,  j  c,  .  Jewish  celebration  and  the  messianic 

Clarke  CoUege  hosted  a  ^nior  significance  of  the  holiday. 

n£h  ^rding  to  Michael  Himt,  pastor 

D^cipl^hip  Traimng  Departoeirt,  j  Ridgeway  Church,  the  event  was 
Mississippi  Baptist  ConvenUon  Board,  .  Normative 

April  11  Guest  sp^keri  (or  Ihe  u*  ^^ry 

^  events  leading  to  the  exodus  of 
the  Israelites  from  Slavery  in  Egypt, 
Kaplowitz  detaUed  the  elements 

was  serein  toe  cafeteria  to  aomS  ^  Passover  meal,  the 

imatelv  200  senior  adults  The  Clarke  “"Portance  of  the  unleavened  bread 
r^i  Wo  mirk  to  Christians,  and  toe  establishment 

^  of  the  Ordinance  of  the  Lord’s  Supper. 
Adams,  presented  a  program  of  Kaplowitz  is  a  member  of 


IN  MAY 


^MOIMDav, 

7:00pm 


Heucks  Retreat  Church,  Brookheven, 
on  April  21  broke  its  all-time  high  atten¬ 
dance  record  in  Sunday  School  with  310 
people  in  Bible  study.  The  previous  high 
was  244  which  was  set  in  April  1990.  The 
special  emphasis  was  Friend  Day.  Every 
church  member  was  challenged  to  invite 
a  friend  to  Bible  study. 

In  the  past  two  years,  the  church  has 
grown  from  an  average  of  108  in  Bible 
study  to  an  average  of  165.  Sherra  Smith, 
Sunday  School  director,  and  Greg  Potts, 
pastor,  are  pictured. 


MAIN  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

1101  N.  MAIN  ST. 

HATTUS6UR0,M$ 


names  in  on  Friday,  July  13,  1979. 

the  news  Church  Related 

Vocations  honors 
William  Clawson 


PROBLEM 

PREGNANCY? 

Maternity  Home, 

Counseling,  ^ 

Adoption  optional. 

Contact  Sellers  Baptist  Home 

and  Adoption  Center. 

Residents  From  All  States  Accepted. 

2010  Peniston  St.,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70115 
1-800-552-9243  (toil  free)  (504)  895-2086 

(An  Agency  ol  Ihe  SBC  Horn*  Mniion  Board) 


A  deacon  ordination  service  will  be 
held  at  Oak  Grove  Church  in 
Mississippi  Association,  May  19,  at 
2:30  p.m.  Ordained  will  be  Lamar 
McKenzie  and  J.  R.  Westbrook. 


William  Clawson,  professor 
emeritus  at  William  Carey  College,  for*  Sille  fa  mi  It/ 
was  honored  by  the  Church  Related  oiiis  ictillll)' 

Vocations  Fellowship  during  their  last  Lula  Church  on  Sunday,  May  19,  will 
meeting  on  May  2.  Clawson  retired  in  have  a  dedication  service  at  11  a.m. 
1988  after  25  years  as  a  faculty  for  David  Sills  and  family.  Sills,  pastor 
member  at  the  college.  During  the  of  the  Lula  Church,  and  his  wife  have 
years  on  the  faculty,  he  was  active  in  been  appointed  as  missionaries  to 
the  work  of  the  Board  of  Ministerial  Ecuador,  where  he  will  serve  as 
Education,  Mississippi  Baptist  general  evangelist. 

Convention.  Steve  Thompson,  missionary  to 

.  .  Clawson  was  asked  to  serve  as  an  Ecuador,  will  speak  at  the  dedication 

June  7-8,  for  a  “get-away”  weekend,  adjunct  professor  on  the  Hattiesburg  service.  Lula  Qiurch  is  located  at 
■■111111^^  Theme  for  the  campus  in  the  School  of  Missions  and  Kennebrew  Road  near  Pocahontas. 

weekender  is  Biblical  Studies  for  the  faU  and  spring  - - 

FOCUSED.  Pro-  semester  of  1990-91  school  year.  Dur- 

^am  features  will  ing  the  time,  li«  was  active  in  the  Cnv  ' 


ijonAJiocal 

BAPTIST  BOOKSTORE 

Gavuei- 

BIBLE  SOFTWARE.  . 


. .  .BibleSource  software.  BibleSource  features 
easy  load-n-go  study  modules  —  putting  all  the 
sp^  and  power  of  your  personal  computer  to 
work  for  you.  And  you  choose  the  modules  that 
best  fit  your  personal  need! 


Get  the  MI  V  Study  Bible 
Module  (an‘89%alue)  FREE 


when  you  buy  it  packaged  with  the  NTV  Bible  Module 

BibleSource  is  being  developed  to  Include  the  best  study 
helps  and  Bible  translations  available.  Future  modules 
include  Bible  dictionaries,  commentaries,  topical  Bibles, 
concordances,  and  much  more. 

Eveiy  BibleSource  Module  comes  with 
a  full  60-day  Money  Back  Guarantee! 

So,  you  can't  go  wrong.  Stop  in  now  and  ask  to  see 
BibleSource  — your  fast,  pcnwnalized  source  for 
complete  Bible  Knowledge.  « 


mVBiMeTeiI.plM 
NlVStad;  Motet  PKlu(e$129.9> 
-  (•tZtlWfMivrfK) 

"BibleSource  is  a  must  for  the 
busy  pastor.  It  saves  time 
in  sermon  preparation  and 
enhances  personal  Bible  study." 

— Da.KENllEiaPHni. 

Pastor  and  Author 

First  Baptist  Church  of  Norfolk 


Senior  adult 
corner 


ZondervanPublishingHouse 

ADimmmcfHtrpaCMmPtiUuJlm 


Shop  your  nearett  Baptitt  Book  Store.  Or  call  or  write  the  Cuttomer 
Service  Center,  l-fM)0-4SB-BSSB,  Naabville,  TN  37234.  If  you  live  in 
a  Ifettem  etate,  call  1-800-677-7797. 
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Staff  changes 


More  than  4,000  patients  receive 
treatment  daily  at  Baptist  hospitals 
■  '  of  the 


and  clinics,  but  1.5 
world’s  people  have  no  access  to 
medical  care. 


•  North  Columbia  Church,  Colum-  Ellis  Jones  has  resigned  as  pastor 

n  ceremonies  bia,  Marion  Association,  has  called  of  Harlands  Creek  Church  and 

'  ■'  Holmes  Association.  He  has  accepted 

Hebron  Church  in  Clay  County,  effec¬ 
tive  April  28.  His  address  is  Rt.  1  Box 
273,  Pheba,  MS  39755.  Telephone 
494-2377. 


FOR  SALE 
1987  VW  Vanagon 
GL  Camper 

•  air  •  pop  top  •  beds  •  refrigerator 
Located  Jackson,  excellent  condition, 
56,800  miles  —  priced  below 
book  value  —  $8,600. 

Call  Rogers,  1-800-222-7^5 
or  (601)  939-2131; 
night  732-6822 


John  E.  Reid  as  minister  of  music/ 

5“  education,  effec- 

ssion  of  the  165th  justice  of  the  Mississippi  Supreme  tive  March  17.  A 

Mississippi  College  Court,  will  be  presented  the  honorary  Hatties- 

se  on  May  18,  with  doctor  of  laws  degree,  while  David  W.  burg,  he  is  a  grad-  number 

the  awarding  of  651  Goodman,  professor  of  chemistry  at  4p(B|Jw  uate  of  University 

degrees,  the  lar-  Texas  A  &  M  University,  will  receive  ^  Southern  Missis- 

gest  class  ever  in  the  doctor  of  science  degree.  Lee  is  a  j  X  ^  ^ 

the  history  of  the  1938  graduate  of  Mississippi  College  4  W  degree  in  music, 

college.  and  Goodman  received  his  He  also  attended 

The  ceremonies  undergraduate  degree  from  the  col-  Southwestern  Sem- 

are  scheduled  for  2  lege  in  1968.  B  ih*.  inary.  His  previous 

p.m.  in  the  A.  E.  Lewis  Nobles,  president  of  Reid  place  of  service 

Wood  Coliseum  on  Mississippi  College,  will  preside  over  was  Trinity 

campus  with  the  program  and  will  confer  the  Church,  Boyd,  Texas.  He  served  at 

James  M.  Rich-  degrees.  North  Columbia  Church  as 

ardson,  pastor  of  Of  the  651  degrees,  436  will  receive  minister/music/youth  from  August 
the  First  Church,  undergraduate  degrees,  123  graduate  1986  -  March  1988. 

Madison,  as  speaker.  Richardson  is  a  degrees,  and  92  the  doctor  of 

1948  graduate  of  Mississippi  College  jurisprudence  degree  from  the  School  First  Church,  McComb,  has  called 

and  a  past  president  of  the  Mississip-  of  Law.  Byron  Malone  as  minister  of  students 

pi  Baptist  Convention.  He  has  also  Prior  to  the  Saturday  afternoon  and  recreation.  He  received  a  bach- 

served  on  the  board  of  both  the  ceremonies,  the  graduating  class  will 
Foreign  Mission  Board  and  the  Home  be  honored  at  a  senioi  breakfast  in  the 
Mission  Board,  SBC.  B.C.  Rogers  Student  Center.  Thi=  will 

Appearing  on  the  commencement  be  followed  by  rehearsal  for  gradna 
program  with  Richardson  will  be  the  tion  at  9;30  a.m.  Other  morning 
Major  C.  Speights,  pastor  of  First  ceremonies  will  include  nursing  pin- 
Church,  LaPlace,  La.,  who  will  give  ning  in  Spell  Auditorium  of  Provine 
the  invocation;  and  Troy  B.  Land,  Chapel,  with  a  reception  immediate- 
pastor  of  Trinity  Church,  West  Point,  ly  afterwards,  and  a  hooding 
who  will  give  the  benediction.  ceremony  by  the  School  of  Law  in 

Two  distinguished  alumni  will  First  Church,  Clinton,  followed  by  a 
receive  honorary  degrees.  The  luncheon  in  the  B.C.  Rogers  Student 

chief  Center. 


First  Church,  McComb,  has  called 
Mark  Moore  as  minister  of  music.  He 
received  a  bachelor  of  music  educa¬ 
tion  from  Missis¬ 
sippi  State  Univer¬ 
sity,  a  master  of 
music,  voice  per¬ 
formance  from 
Louisiana  State 
University,  and  a 
doctor  of  musical 
arts  from  South¬ 
western  Seminary. 
His  previous  place 
of  service  was 
First  Church, 
Hazlehurst. 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries. 

\/an  WinIrlA  stained  glass,  carpet. 
Vdll  VVlimie  steeples,  lighting 

Church  folding  doors. 

_  ...  _  theater  seats 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501,  Fulton,  MS.  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 

¥fe  remodel  &  paint 


Richardson 


Moore 


Honorable  Roy  Noble  Lee, 


Malone 

J.  A.  McCain  has  accepted  the  call 
as  pastor  of  Sardis  Church, 
Hazlehurst,  Copiah  County.  He  has  a 
BS  degree  from  Mississippi  College 
and  a  master  of  divinity  from  New 
Orleans  Seminary. 

Unity  Church,  Moselle,  has  called 
Greg  Smith  as  minister  of  music  and 
youth.  His  previous  place  of  service 
was  New  Hope  Church.  David  W. 
Aultman  is  pastor. 

Grady  J.  Ross  has  accepted  a  call 
to  West  Poplarville  Church,  Pearl 
River  Association,  as  pastor  effective 
April  14.  He  at- 
» tended  William 
gjk  Carey  College. 

Ross  was  licens- 
^  hy  Graceland 
i'  Church,  Van- 
^  cleave,  Oct.  3, 1982 
^|and  ordained  by 
a 

Church,  Lumber- 
ton,  Aug.  31,  1986. 

Rncc  He  has  served 

churches  in  Hat¬ 
tiesburg,  Lumberton,  and  Columbus. 


Bus  Supply  Company  is  your 
CHAMPION  DEALERSHIP 
offering  your  area  a  fine  selection  of  models 
from  13  to  29  passenger  mini  buses. 
Bus  Supply  Company 
Hwy.  98  East,  McComb,  MS  39648 
(601)  684-2900  1-800-748-8681 


Baptists  budget  $2.4  million 
as  Mideast  relief  gears  up 


Family  Fun 
on  the  Gulf 


Iran  and  two  medical  ministry  posts  cians  are  on  the  team,  including  the 
along  the  Turkey-Iraq  border.  medical  director  at  Wallace  Memorial 

Four  field  kitchens  shipped  on  the  Baptist  Hospital  in  Pusan,  and 
cargo  plane  will  be  manned  by  Southern  Baptist  physician  Dan 
Southern  Baptist  volunteers  in  Iran  to  Jones,  of  Laurel,  .Miss, 
prepare  two  meals  a  day  for  100,000  “Everybody  has  tried  to  focus  on 
Kurdish  refugees.  Some  one  million  what  particular  contribution  they  can 
Kurds  fled  to  Iran  fearing  Saddam  make,  and  nobody  has  been  concern- 
Hussein’s  forces  after  an  unsuccessful  ed  about  who  gets  the  credit  for  it," 
rebellion  again^  his  rule.  Their  ex-  said  FMB  President  Parks.  This  net- 
odus  has  mushroomed  into  an  inter-  working  among  Christians  “is  the 
national  crisis  of  disease,  nihlnutri-  kind  of  thing  that  is  essential  in  our 
tion,  and  exposure  to  cold  in  the  moun-  world”  for  timely  and  effective 
tainous  region.  More  than  half  a  ministry,  he  added, 
million  Kurds  also  fled  toward  the  Southern  Baptists  have  never  work- 
Turkey- Iraq  border.  ed  in  Iraq.  Foreign  Mission  Board  per-  “HIS”  Ministry,  with  Mary  Ann 

To  date.  Southern  Baptist  Mideast  sonnel  worked  in  Iran  until  the  Jones,  will  present  a  challenge 

relief  efforts  have  involved  more  than  Ayatollah  Khomeini  rose  to  power  in  through  music  and  the  spoken 

100  missionaries,  staff  members  of  the  1979.  word  entitled  “But 

Foreign  Mission  Board,  Brotherhood  The  two  Southern  Baptist  medical 
Commission  and  Texas  Baptists,  and  volunteer  teams  in  southeastern 
volunteer^  from  several  states.  Turkey  each  consist  of  two  physicians 

The  relief  effort  will  deplete  the  recruited  by  the  Texas  Baptist  Men’s 

Foreign  Mission  Board’s  general  Medical  Fellowship  and  a  team  leader 

relief  fund,  said  John  Cheyne,  who  and  interpreter  provided  by  the 

coordinates  the  board’s  human  needs  Foreign  Mission  Board.  'Two  of  the 

ministries.  physicians  are  husband  and  wife,  Ker- 

Although  coordinated  and  largely  foot  and  Marietta  Walker  of  IVler, 
financed  by  Southern  Baptists,  the  Texas. 

relief  ministry  has  become  in-  Southern  Baptists,  in  their  postwar 
terdenominational  and  international  ministry,  also  have: 
in  scope.  —  allocated  $92,600  for  distribution 

The  C-130  cargo  plane  is  operated  by  of  Arabic  Bibles, 
the  LeSEA  Global  Feed  the  Hungry  —  allocated  $120,000  in  FMB  hunger  Mississippi.  The  public  is  invited  to  be 
ministry  of  ^uth  Bend,  Ind.,  headed  funds  for  food  distribution  in  Baghdad  a  part  of  this  special  service.  David 
by  evangelist  Lester  Sumrall.  LeSEA  and  Basra,  Iraq.  Wilkinson  is  pastor. 

acquired  the  C-130  six  months  ago,  —  purchased  nearly  35,000  blankets  _ 

spending  some  $2  million  for  the  pur-  to  help  Kurdish  refugees  endure  the 

chase  and  improvements  to  meet  nighttime  cold  in  mountains  along  the  With  about  135  baptisms  per  day, 
federal  standard,  said  Ken  Gill  of  the  Turkey-Iraq  border.  '  Brazil  is  the  most  responsive  country 

ministry’s  staff.  The  plane,  named  Toalston  writes  for  FMB.  to  the  gospel. 


Enjoy  our  gulf-front  inn  on  your 
vacation  this  year.  Thke  adrantage 
of  the  year-round  golfing,  fishing 
and  sight-seeing  or  stroll  along  the 
26  miles  of  white  sandy  beach. 


Spend  some  time  in  our  heated  pool, 
game  room,  and  dining  room. 
Children  will  oijqy  the  special  play 
area  while  Mom  shops  at  the  nearby 
Edgewater  Mall.  Children  under  18 
free  in  parents’  room. 


Group  rates  and  various  package 
plans  available  starting  from  $155 
(3  days,  2  nights)  May  1  to  Sept. 
15,  1991.  Send  coupon  for  free 
brochure. 


>li|  BILOXI  BEACH  RESORT 

MOTOR  INN  _ 

2736  Beach  Blvd.  •  Biloxi,  Mississippi  39531  •  601-388-3310 


Jones 


NAME _ 

AM)RESS _ 

cnr,  STATE,  ZIP 
PHONE _ 


TOLL-FREE  800345-1570 

BILOXI,  MISSISSIPPI  su 


'Tell  the  gospel  message, 

Rv  RAnnv  <C#2II 


By  Benny  Still 
Ephesians  3:1-13 

Last  week  while  I  was  serving  as  a  substitute 
librarian  at  the  Mendenhall  High  School,  one 
of  the  students  remarked,  “Bro.  Still,  do  you 
carry  that  Bible  with  you 
everywhere  you  go?” 
Another  one  said,  “Sure,  he’s 
a  preacher!”  The  truth  is: 
“No,  I  don’t  carry  it  with  me 
everywhere.”  But  I  have 
tried  to  hide  its  words  in  my 
heart  as  we  all  are  ad¬ 
monished  to  do  —  whether 
we  are  preachers  or  not! 
God  has  entrusted  us  with 
§^111  the  responsibility  of  telling 

the  gospel  message  to  all 

people. 

It’s  doubtful  that  Christians  in  today’s  world 
are  in  the  majority  —  but  if  we  were,  would  peo¬ 
ple  know  it?  Or,  would  we  be  silent  in  our 
witness? 

In  3:1-6  we  see  that  Paul  has  shown  us  that 
the  gospel  of  redemption  is  for  everyone.  He 
discovered  through  the  revelation  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  that  salvation  was  not  just  for  him  or  for 
one  nation  or  for  one  group  of  people  —  but  for 
the  whole  world  (w.  3-6).  He  claimed  that  in 


LIFE  AND  WORK 


years  previous,  the  glorious  message  of  God 
was  monopolized  by  one  nation. 

Can  you  imagine  the  barriers  he  faced  as  he 
tried  to  explain  the  mystery  he  had  received? 
The  mystery  is  “that  through  the  gospel  the 
Gentiles  are  heirs  together  with  Israel, 
members  together  with  one  body,  and  sharers 
together  in  the  promise  of  Jesus  Christ”  (3:6, 
NIV). 

Paul  gave  his  personal  testimony  of  discover¬ 
ing  God’s  eternal  plan  for  his  own  life.  He  told 
of  his  surrender  to  God’s  call  to  proclaim  the 
gospel  in  order  to  encourage  others  to  be  involv¬ 
ed  in  proclaiming  the  glorious  good  news  as 
well  (vv.  1-13).  His  testimony  declared  that  he 
was  the  least  of  all  <]tod’s  people,  but  since  God’s 
grace  had  covered  him,  he  was  duly  responsi¬ 
ble  to  preach  so  “that  all  the  world  may  know” 
the  joy  of  redemption  throu^  Jesus. 

A  friend  recently  wrote  of  his  stern  disagree¬ 
ment  with  those  preachers  of  the  word  who  at¬ 
tempted  to  “share”  the  gospel  message.  His 
contention  is  that  according  to  Paul  in  1  Corin¬ 


thians  1:21,  “It  is  through  the  foolishness  of 
preaching  that  God  chose  to  save  them  that 
believed.”  If  God’s  word  is  true,  then  we  as 
God’s  ministers  should  not  only  be  “sharing,” 
but  “preaching”  the  word  of  God  so  that  they 
may  truly  believe  and  receive  the  gift  God’s  of- 
fei^  us  through  his  Son,  Jesus.  We  need  to  be 
more  conscious  of  the  divine  appointment  we 
have  from  God  —  not  just  as  preachers  of  the 
word,  but  as  Christian  brothers  and  sisters, 
equally  responsible  for  getting  the  word  out! 
You  see,  the  work  of  the  church  is  to  share  and 
preach  the  gospel  (3:10). 

Sometimes  we  may  feel  inad^uate  to  relate 
to  others  what  we  have  experienced  through 
(Thrist.  In  3 : 11-13,  Paul  reminds  us  that  since  we 
Christians  have  a  special  relationship  to  God, 
we  have  the  courage,  assurance,  and  divine  sup¬ 
port  needed  to  proclaim  the  gospel.  Having  it 
and  using  it  are  two  different  things!  All  of  us 
have  probably  lost  a  set  of  keys  at  some  time 
in  our  lives.  You  know  the  exasperation  we  feel 
in  retracing  our  steps  and  in  looking  for  what 
we  need  to  open  a  door  or  start  an  engine. 
Remember  the  relief  when  you  finally  found 
them  —  in  your  pocket! ! !  Is  the  scenario  of  the 
keys  akin  to  our  search  for  confidence, 
assurance,  and  courage  to  share  God’s  love  to 
others?  God  has  promised  us  that  his  power  and 


strength,  even  his  very  words  are  at  our 
disposal.  All  we  have  to  do  is  use  them! 

Why  do  you  suppose  Paul  was  so  committed 
to  sharing  the  gospel  of  redemption  with  all  peo¬ 
ple?  His  own  testimony  was  that  he  had  done 
everything  in  his  power  to  destroy  the  church 
and  Christian  movement  prior  to  his  encounter 
with  Jesus  on  the  Damascus  Road.  He 
remembered  the  change  that  had  taken  place. 
He  remembered  the  total  darkness  he  had  ex¬ 
perienced  before  arriving  at  the  house  of  Judas 
and  his  confrontation  with  Ananias.  He 
remembered  the  filling  of  the  Holy  Spirit  that 
had  taken  place  simultaneously  when  the  scales 
fell  from  his  blinded  eyes.  Yes,  he  remembered! 
Do  we  need  to  do  some  remembering  as  to 
where  we  were  before  our  encounter,  with 
Jesus? 

“That  all  the  world  may  know,  please  use  us 
Lord,  today.  That  all  the  world  may  know,  for 
this  we  humbly  pray.  We  want  your  &n  to  shine, 
so  they  can  see,  eternal  life  you  give,  so  will¬ 
ingly.”  What  has  God’s  grace  done  in  your  life? 
Do  you  realize  that  you  have  a  personal  respon¬ 
sibility  to  tell  what  you  know?  Let  the  Lord  lead 
you  to  someone  who  needs  to  hear  your  ex¬ 
perience  so  they  can  have  one,  too! 

Still  is  pastor.  Poplar  Springs  Church, 
Mendenhall. 


Discovering  motives  for  serving  others,  serving  God 


By  Ruth  N.  Allen 
2  Corinthians  5:6-20 

In  his  book.  Very  Truly  Yours,  Chester  Swor 
told  of  a  woman,  toiling  all  day  in  the  church 
kitchen  as  she  prepared  for  a  Sweetheart  Ban¬ 
quet.  All  during  the  morning 
and  afternoon  she  vividly 
contemplated  the  moment 
when  the  master  of  cere¬ 
monies  would  call  the  work¬ 
ers  from  the  kitchen,  and 
she  would  reluctantly 
emerge  from  the  kitchen 
and  stand  in  the  spotlight  of 
attention  to  receive  ap- 
propriate  accolades  and  ap¬ 
plause  from  the  group. 

Allen  Inadvertently,  the  master 

of  ceremonies,  having  recognized  all  the  other 
workers,  overlooked  toose  in  the  kitchen.  When 
the  lady  realized  the  oversight  would  not  be  cor¬ 
rected,  she  removed  her  apron  s!a;vimed  it  on 
the  table,  and  stalked  out.  As  she  departed,  she 
was  heat^  to  say,  “If  that’s  all  the  thanks  I  get, 
they  will  have  the  next  banquet  without  me.” 

Her  motivation  was  readily  apparent.  She 
was  definitely  serving  for  the  wrong  reason. 
Self-recognition  is  an  unworthy  motive  and  is 
always  unacceptable.  God’s  design  has  always 


UNIFORM 

been  for  mankind  to  be  at  home  and  to  be  in 
fellowship  with  him.  However,  sin  broke  this 
fellowship,  and'God  has  ever  sought  to  restore 
the  broken  fellowship.  He  has  chosen  reconcilia¬ 
tion  as  the  means  for  accomplishing  the 
restoration.  Consequently,  those  who  know  and 
love  God  render  service  to  him  by  serving 
others. 

Paul  gives  several  motives  for  service.  Upon 
examination  of  these  motives,  one  should 
discover  ways  to  serve  (Jod  and  others. 

Or^  goal  is  to  please  God  and  to  be  accepted 
of  him  (V.  9).  Jesus  said,  “For  I  always  do  what 
pleases  him”  (John  8:29).  God  has  a  life  plan 
for  each  follower.  He  is  pleased  when  obedience 
is  practiced  by  his  children.  Also,  there  will 
come  a  day  when  all  people  will  stand  in  judg¬ 
ment  before  God.  Acceptance  by  God,  on  judg¬ 
ment  day,  helps  motivate  believers  to  higher 
service. 

The  reverential  fear  of  God’s  judgment 
prompts  persuasive  actions  to  bring  others  to 
repentance  (v.  11).  The  fear  is  best  understood 
as  the  “awe”  which  Moses  experienced  when 
he  realized  he  was  standing  on  holy  ground. 
Many  people  have  lost  the  ability  to  be  “awed.” 


Society  is  overwhelmed  with  high  tech  devices 
which  tend  to  dazzle  and  boggle  the  mind.  Con¬ 
sequently,  people  have  been  conditioned  to  ex¬ 
pect  the  spectacular.  If  Gkxl’s  people  could  learn 
to  stand  in  awe  not  only  of  God’s  power  but  also 
his  wrath,  more  ways  would  be  discovered  to 
persuade  people  to  serve  God’s  purpose. 

“The  love  of  Christ  constrains  us”  (v.  14). 
C!hristians  are  motivated  by  their  love  for  Jesus 
to  serve  and  help  others.  During  the  recent  con¬ 
flict  in  the  Persian  Gulf,  Thelma  Livingston, 
who  lives  in  Eva,  Ala.,  carried  on  a  tradition 
started  over  50  years  ago.  At  75  years  of  age, 
she  wrote  30  men  and  women  stationed  in  the 
Persian  Gulf  area.  When  asked  why  she  had 
done  this  through  all  the  years,  she  replied,  “I 
am  a  wife,  mother,  grandmother,  and  great¬ 
grandmother,  so  what  more  reason  do  I  need?” 
She  was  motivated  by  love  to  care  for  “her” 
soldiers. 

One  must  live  for  Jesus  and  not  for  oneself 
(V.  15);  Until  a  person  knows  Jesus,  there  is  a 
tendency  to  be  self-centered.  However,  when 
Jesus  takes  over  a  life,  he  becomes  the  focus 
of  attention  and  service.  The  worldly  point  of 
view  no  longer  exists  because  the  Christian 
becomes  a  new  creation  in  Christ.  Therefore, 
the  Christian  thinks  differently,  acts  different¬ 
ly,  and  serves  his  master  with  a  different 


motive.  Service  for  Christ,  by  serving  others, 
becomes  a  motivating  force. 

Christians  have  been  given  a  ministry  of 
reconciliation  (v.  18).  Believers  become  agents 
of  reconciliation,  a  person  who  produces  an  ef¬ 
fect.  As  agents  of  reconciliation  and  servants 
of  Christ,  people  are  brought  back  to  God,  and 
the  broken  relationship  is  repaired.  Christ  has 
given  his  people  the  message  of  reconciliation 
in  verse  19.  God  makes  his  appeal  to  the  world 
through  his  followers  to  whom  he  has  entrusted 
the  message  of  reconciliation. 

In  one  of  his  books,  E.  Stanley  Jones  defines 
conversion.  “Conversion,”  he  says,  “is  that 
change,  sudden  or  gradual,  by  which  we  pass 
from  the  kingdom  of  self  to  the  Kingdom  of  God 
by  the  grace  and  power  of  Christ.”  The  impor¬ 
tant  thing,  as  emphasized  by  Jones,  is  not  how 
you  arriv^  but  have  you  arrived?  When  a  per¬ 
son  puts  the  Kingdom  of  God  and  his 
righteousness  first  in  his  life,  and  relegates  the 
kingdom  of  self  to  second  place,  this  is  a  definite 
sign  he  has  arrived. 

If  one  has  been  converted,  one  has  the 
message  of  reconciliation.  Because  of  Jesus’ 
love,  a  believer  will  also  love  others  and 
diligently  seek  to  discover  motives  for  service. 

Allen  of  Jackson,  is  the  wife  of  Judd  .Allen, 
pastor  of  Ogden  Church,  Bentonia. 


Father  ate  sour  grapes;  children’s  teeth  set  on  edge 


By  Jerry  Vardaman 
2  Sam.  13:1-14:33 

The  title  of  this  lesson  comes  from  Ezekiel 
18:2  —  “.  .  .  'The  fathers  have  eaten  sour  grapes, 
and  the  children’s  teeth  are  set  on  edge.” 

Ezekiel  was  speaking  of 
moral  problems  and  their 
consequences  in  his  day,  but 
he  could  have  used  the  same 
illustration  for  the  time  of 
David  —  or,  for  our  time. 
David  paved  the  way  for  the 
breakdown  of  morality  in  his 
home.  His  children  reaped 
many  of  the  consequences  of 
his  carelessness  about  God’S 
Vardaman  deman^  for  lofty  moral 
standards. 

Children  establish  their  sense  of  values  not 
just  from  the  words  which  their  parents  leave 
with  them.  They  establish  their  conduct  by  con¬ 
forming  to  the  pattern  of  life  which  their 
parents  present  to  them.  As  someone  has  said, 
“With  children  it  is  not  just  what  is  taught;  it 
is  also  what  is  caught.”  David’s  children  knew 
of  his  failings  in  morality,  and  the  practice  of 
adultery  they  saw  in  his  life  in  his  affair  with 
Bathsheba  spilled  over  into  the  life  of  one  of  his 
favorite  sons  —  that  of  Absalom. 

The  tragedy  of,  Absalom  is  remembered  to¬ 
day  by  secular  writers  —  besides  Dryden  we 


BIBLE  BOOK 


are  thinking  here  especially  of  the  Mississippi 
writer,  William  Faulkner,  in  his  novel,  Absalom, 
Absalom.  The  book  depicts  the  life  of  an  overly- 
ambitious  man  who  was  in  a  huiry  to  make 
wealth  at  all  costs  —  and  careless  in  his  moral 
choices.  Eventually,  his  chickens  all  “came 
home  to  roost,”  and  his  life  proved  to  be  a  ghast¬ 
ly  tale  of  deceit  and  tragedy.  We  turn  now, 
however,  to  deal  with  the  original  Absalom  and, 
hopefully,  in  studying  his  life,  to  profit  by 
avoiding  his  pitfalls.  As  with  David,  Absalom 
let  one  sin  lead  him  deeper  and  deeper  into  sin. 

1)  Absalom  Harbors  Hatred  for  his  Brother 
—  Since  the  story  of  Absalom  is  very  well 
known,  we  will  only  highli^t  the  features  of  the 
story  here  (2  Sam.  13  and  14).  Absalom  had  a 
lovely  sister  named  'Tamar.  His  half-brother 
named  Amnon  was  attracted  to  her  physically 
and  sought  an  opportunity  to  take  her  to  bed. 
That  opportunity  finally  came  —  through 
deception.  When  the  act  was  over,  Amnon’s 
“love”  for  his  sister  was  over,  and  he  put  her 
out  of  his  house.  Absalom  learned  of  his 
brother’s  actions  and  plotted  long  and  hard  until 
he  finally  had  an  opportunity  to  even  the  record 
by  killing  Amnon  during  a  festival  of 


sheepshearing. 

2)  Absalom  Instructs  his  Servants  to  Kill  Am¬ 
non  —  Then  Absalom  fled  to  the  land  of  Geshur 
an  Aramaic-speaking.f^ritory  from  whence 
his  mother  came.  (2  Sam.  3:3) ;  his  mother  was 
Maacah,  daughter  of  Ihlmai.  Likely,  there  was 
an  ulterior  motive  which  Absalom  had  besides 
revenge  in  plotting  the  death  of  his  brother,  Am¬ 
non.  Amnon  stood  in  his  way  to  inherit  kingship 
after  the  death  of  David.  Amnon  was  David’s 
firstborn  son  (2  Sam.  3:2).  David’s  second  son, 
Chileab,  seems  to  have  died  young  or,  at  least, 
we  never  see  him  alive  at  this  time.  If  Absalom 
could  remove  Amnon,  no  one  would  stand  in  his 
way  to  take  over  the  throne.  While  the  Scripture 
only  alludes  to  it,  there  is  a  good  likelihood  that 
Joab  helped  Absalom  return  from  Geshur  with 
the  promise  that  Joab’s  own  power  would  be 
greatly  increased  if  Absalom  could  once  more 
get  into  the  favor  of  his  father  David  and  be  in 
line  to  succeed  him  on  the  throne.  Absalom  was 
a  clever  plotter.  One  must  not  underestimate 
the  degree  of  evil  of  which  even  a  young  per¬ 
son  can  be  gUilty.  On  one  occasion  I  confronted 
a  relatively  young  man  about  his  need  of  Christ 
Instead  of  relying  on  his  own  “goodness,”  as  he 
was  doing.  I  am  still  shocked  by  the  depth  of 
his  guilt  as  he  insultingly  and  knowingly  re¬ 
jected  Jesus  as  Lord  and  relied  instead  on  his 
own  empty  and  non-existence  “goodness.”  In 
any  case,  Joab  saw  that  David  did  love  Ab¬ 


salom,  wanted  him  back  and  used  the  wise 
woman  of  Tekoa  ( only  5  miles  south  of 
Bethlehem,  David’s  home)  to  persuade  David 
to  let  Absalom  back  into  his  territory. 

3)  Absalom  Plots  the  Overthrow  of  David,  his 
Father  —  For  two  full  years  (2  Sam.  14:28) 
neither  David  nor  Joab  had  anything  to  do  with 
Absalom  after  his  return  from  the  land  of 
Geshur  (this  country  is  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Sea  of  Galilee  in  the  direction  of  Sj^a,  the  main 
Aramaic-sp^king  area).  Likely,  in  this  period 
of  his  rejection,  Absalom  bad  a  lot  of  time  to 
let  his  hatred  for  his  father  David  build  up  and 
finally  to  plot  his  overthrow.  This  wicked  act  of 
Absalom  is  altogether  shown  to  be  more 
despicable  since  David  finally  did  accept  his 
son  and  even  kissed  him  (2  Sam.  14:33).  If  Ab¬ 
salom  had  been  of  the  right  “stuff”  and  could 
have  shown  that  he  possessed  the  proper 
character,  he  stood  a  good  chance  to  bwome 
the  legitimate  king  instead  of  Solomon,  his 
brother  The  evil  directions  in  which  he  ven¬ 
tured  ultimately  led  to  his  defeat  and  death.  It 
is  sad  when  anyone  thinks  that  evil  will  lead  to 
success  and  power.  Absalom’s  failure  should 
speak  clearly  to  all  thinking  persons  today,  just 
as  it  did  in  David’s  time. 


I’s  time. 


Vardaman  is  professor  of  Archaeology, 
.Mississippi  State  University. 
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U,S.  MEDICAL  TEAM  REPAlifS  EYES  OP  ROMANIAN  (HIPHANS: 
BUCHAREST,  RcHnania  (E^P)  —  A  14-inember  vohnteer  eye  surgery  team 
sponsared  by  Northwest  Medical  Ibams  International  (NWMTI)  recently 
returned  from  a  two-week  trip  to  Bucharest,  Romania,  whHe  th^  ] 
ed  cwreetive  surgery  on  48  orphans.  Because  of  thar  crossed  eyes,  me 
were  repeatedly  overlooked  by  prospective  adopted  parent^  altho 
were  normal  in  every  other  way.  Corrective  surgery  will  give  the  i^dren 
an  opportunity  for  a  more  normal  life  and  greater  chances  for  adoption. 


By  Sarah  Zimmerman 

INDIANAPOLIS  (BP)  —  Mega  they  say,  “The  denomination  needs  us  about  that  and  invite  them  to  come  to 

churches  do  not  compete  with  small  but  we  don’t  need  the  demunination,”  the  place  where  their  lives  were 

diildren  churches,  but  th^  could  replace  Schaller  said.  changed.” 

denominational  structures,  a  church  Mega  churches  typically  attract  Large  churches,  especially  those 
growth  anal^t  said.  people  age  35  and  younger  —  the  with  televised  services;  set  tte  com- 

Lyle  SchaUer,  a  United  Methodist  generation  which  grew  up  in  big  in-  munity’s  expectati<His  of  a  chmrh, 

and  parish  consultant  for  the  stitutions  such  as  high  schools  with  Schaller  said.  Yet  small  diurches 

Yokefellow  Institute  in  Richmond,  hundreds  of  people  in  the  graduating  should  be  challenged  rather  than 

Ind.,  said  programs  define  mega  classes,  SchaUer  said.  threatened  seven-day-a-w^  chur- 

churches  more  than  size.  People  also  are  attracted  to  chur-  ches,  he  explained. 

A  church  which  averages  500  in  ww-  ches  which  have  expanded  their  “S^n-day-a-week  churches  are  not 
June.  Compiled  by  the  ship  is  a  mega  church  if  its  ministry  education  ministries  b^ond  Sunday  in  competition  with  smaUer  churches. 
'ment,  the  handbook  is  extends  l^ond  Sunday  and  Wednes-  School,  SchaUer  added.  They  are  in  competition  with  each 

•ording  to  editor  Linda  day  services,  SchaUer  said.  “I’m  convinced  more  adults  are  other. 

ithern  Baptist  Conven-  “Seven-day-a-week  churches  have  a  ei^ged  in  serious,  in-depth  weekly  “The  real  squeeze  is  on  the  church 

Stores  in  July,  was  place  for  everybody,”  SchaUer  told  138  Bible  study  than  ever  before  in  with  260  people  in  worship,”  SchaUer 

tion  of ‘‘The  Quarterly  church  leaders  attending  a  H(une  Mis-  American  history,”  he  noted.  “The  said.  Medium  sized  churches  can’t 

990.  The  handbook  will  sion  Board  conference  in  Indianapdis.  majority  of  that  is  not  happening  on  compete  with  the  intimacy  of  smaU 
This  variety  ci  prt^ms  attracts  peo-  Sunday  morning.  churches  or  the  variety  of  programs 

pie  from  aU  social,  economic,  and  “If  you’re  serious  about  reachii^  offered  by  mega  churches,  he  added, 

racial  backgrounds.  the  post  World  War  II  generation,  it  is  (Churches  with  fewer  than  100  in 

30K  IN  RUSSIAN:  As  such  churches  grow,  they  offer  impo^ible  to  over-emphasize  the  wcx^p  offer  a  closeness  rarely  found 

Moscow,  Sept.  3-9,  the  services  traditionally  provided  by  teaching  ministry  of  the  church.”  in  large  churches.  F^ple  who  want  to 


ISTERNJtriOSAL  BUSINESS  INSTITUTES  INC.  ANNOUNCES  THAT 
CONTRACTS  HAVE  BEEN  SIGNED  WITH  THE  SOVIET  REPUBLIC  OF 
KAZAKHSTAN  establishing  the  Kazakh-American  International  Business  In¬ 
stitute.  Applications  are  being  accepted  for  the  following  positions:  Rector 
(serves  like  a  vice  president  far  academic  affairs;  English  teacher,  eight  need¬ 
ed  (MA  in  Tesol  preferred) ;  computer  teachers,  four  needed  (basic  computer 
applications);  marketing  professor,  management  professor,  and  economics 
professor  (MBA  and  experience  preferred);  and  service  assistant,  two  needed 
(procurement;  purchasing,  maintenance,  and  transportation).  Firxancial  costs 
for  American  staff  while  in  Kazakhstan  will  be  covered  by  the  soviet  part¬ 
ners  under  the  terms  of  the  joint  agreement.  Cacte^  tQ^ii^fprtaion  and  US- 
based  expenses  will  be  sought  through  prayer  and  financial  support  teams. 
For  more  information  and  applications  for  service  contact  Foreign  Missions 
Board,  do  Mike  Barnett,  P.  O.  Box  6767,  Richmond,  Va  23230-0767,  (804) 
353-0I5I. 


Subscriber  services 

The  Baptist  Record  offers  three 
church  subscription  plans  and  an  in¬ 
dividual  subscription  plan.  The-tiuee 
church  plans  are  the  Every  Flamily 
Plan,  the  Budget  Plan,  and  the  Club 
Plan. 

To  qualify  for  the  Every  Family 
Plan,  a  church  must  subscribe  for  all 
of  its  residence  families.  The  rate  for 
the  Every  Family  Plan  is  only  454  per 
family  per  month  ($5.40  per  year). 
The  Budget  Plan  requires  that  a 
church  subscribe  for  a  minimum  of  50 
percent  of  its  resident  families  and  the 
rate  is  464  per  family  per  month  ($5.52 
per  year).  The  Club  Plan  allows  chur¬ 
ches  to  subscribe  with  a  minimum  of 
five  families.  Any  number  of 
subscribers  falling  under  50  percent 
of  a  church’s  resident  families  would 
be  a  Club  Plan  subscriber  at  564  per 
family  per  mc4ith  ($6.72  per  year).  In¬ 
dividual  subscriptions  are  $7.35  per 
year. 


FOCUSING  ON  THE  FORGOTTEN  EPIDEMIC  —  In  his  latest  book.  It’s 
Killing  Our  Kids  (Word  Publishing,  $8.99),  Jerry  Johnston  paints  a  clear  pic¬ 
ture  of  alcohol’s  allure  —  and  danger  —  for  teens.  Johnston,  a  noted  expert 
on  youth-related  problems,  gives  invaluable  insights  into  why  teens  drink,  what 
they  know  and  don’t  know  about  alcohol,  how  their  family  lives  can  lead  to 
alcohol  abuse,  and  how  a  parent  can  spot  an  alcohol  problem  in  his  son  or 
daughter.  Johnston  dwells  extensively  on  the  singular  horror  of  drunken  driv¬ 
ing  and  its  effects,  and  urges  all  teens  to  make  the  commitment,  “I  will  not 
drink  and  drive.”  It’s  Killing  Our  Kids  provides  motivation  for  teens  to  face 
the  tough  choices  about  drinking  and  fw  parents  to  communicate  mme  honest¬ 
ly  with  their  children.  It  also  provides  useful  tools  for  overcoming  the  for¬ 
midable  obstacle  of  alcohol. 


CHURCH  ATTENDANCE  IN  ENGLAND  DIPS:  LONDON,  ENGLAND  — 
Christian  churches  in  England  continue  the  disturbing  trend  downward,  ac¬ 
cording  to  MARC  Europe’s  1989  census  of  English  churches.  Results  showed 
that  5  million  people  stopped  attending  church  between  1979  and  1989.  Seven 
out  of  ten  of  these  were  under  the  age  of  20.  The  survey  also  revealed  that 
independent  churches  grew  42  percent  during  the  decade.  This  figure  includes 
a  114  percent  increase  in  house  church  attendance.  English  Baptist  church 
attendance,  which  had  shown  decline  up  to  1985,  grew  by  2  percent  between 
1985  and  1989.  The  census  was  described  by  the  new  Archbishop  of  Canter¬ 
bury  as  “the  most  thorough  and  comprehensive  survey  ever  done  of  English 
churchgoing.’’  —  EBPS 


FIRST  COMMENTARY  VOLUME  TO  BE  AVAILABLE  IN  JUNE  —  ; 

NASHVILLE  —  The  first  volume  of  “The  New  American  Commentary”  will 
be  released  by  Sunday  School  Board’s  Broadman  Press  during  the  an- 

nual  Southern  B^ist  Convention  meeting  June  4-6  in  Atlanta.  “Philip-  I 

piarts/Colossians/lHiilemon,”  written  by  Richard  R.  Melick  Jr,  professor  and 

chairman  of  the  Greek  and  New  Testament  departments  at  Mid-America 

Seminary  in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  the  installment  the  40-volume  com- 

mentary.  The  book  will  be  available  at  the  SBC  bookstore  in  Atlanta  and  will 

arrive  at  Baptist  Book  Stores  by  June  7.  The  second  volume  of  the  series, 

SS^cars^rrytn  P^ul  Truitt  Memorial  to  dedicate  sanctuary 

was  formerly  on  the  faculty  at  New  Orleans  and  Southwestern  seminaries.  paui  Truitt  Memorial  Church,  Pearl,  will  dedicate  its  newly  renovated  auditorium 
The  first  two  commentary  voltes  are  being  sold  at  an  introductory  price  on  Sunday.  May  19.  The  $275,000  project  also  Included  new  pews,  new  hymnals,  new 
of  $19.95  —  $3  off  the  retail  price  —  through  Dec.  31.  choir  robes,  new  sound  system,  and  new  stained  glass  windows.  The  whole  interior 

of  the  building  was  completely  redone.  On  May  19.  the  'pastor,  Jimmie  Wood,  will 
THE  WALT  DISNEY  CORPORATION  recently  announced  that  they  will  preach  and  lead  in  the  special  service  at  10:30  a  m.  A  covered  dish  lunch  will  be 
try  to  televise  a  nationwide  lottery.  Christians  are  strongly  encouraged  to  write  served  at  the  church.  This  work  was  started  the  first  Sunday  in  January,  Wood  said. 
Disney  Chairman  Michael  Eisner  and  urge  him  not  to  follow  through  with  The  congregation  began  worshiping  in  the  building  again  on  Easter  Sunday,  though 
this  proposal.  The  address  is  Chrm.  Michael  Eisner,  The  Walt  Disney  Cor-  the  work  was  not  then  complete.  Mrs.  Kay  Basden,  wife  of  the  minister  of  music,  was 
poration,  500  S.  Buena  Vista,  Burbank,  CA  91521.  chairman  of  the  Building  Committee. 


